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AP-NORC poll: Americans split on personal, country's future 



In this Dec. 5, 2019 photo, a view of the south side of the White House in Washington decorated for Christmas. 

Associated Press 


By NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
and HANNAH FINGERHUT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — At 

home and in their own lives, 
Americans by and large 
have an upbeat view ot 
the year to come. When it 
comes to how the country 
will fare in 2020, well, that’s 
another matter. 

A new poll released Friday 
by The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research finds that 
close to 4 in 10 Ameri¬ 
cans expect a better year 
ahead for them personally, 
while another half expect 
things to stay about the 
same. Only about 1 in 10 
expect a downturn in their 
own lives in 2020. 

America's mood takes a 
darker turn when it comes 
to the year ahead for the 
country overall, with about 
4 in 10 saying the way things 
are going nationwide will 
get worse. Only about 3 in 
10 think things will get bet¬ 
ter for America overall in 
the next 12 months. 

"It's going to be fine for me. 
I'll always be fine no mat¬ 
ter what happens. I'm that 
kind of person," said Leslie 
Schulgren, a 75-year-old 
Democrat and retired sci¬ 
ence teacher in Atlanta. 
But, she added, "this partic¬ 
ular year, 2020, is not going 
to be pretty — there’s going 
to be too much fighting." 


2020 is an election year, 
and, perhaps not unex¬ 
pectedly, that might have 
something to do with it: 
Most Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans alike say they’re 
dissatisfied with the state of 
politics. 

"Everybody is Republican or 
Democrat, and there's less 


in between," said Caleb 
Jud, a 29-year-old custom¬ 
er service representative 
in Cincinnati. Jud is a left¬ 
leaning independent who 
supports Democratic presi¬ 
dential hopeful Sen. Bernie 
Sanders of Vermont, and 
he is optimistic that the old 
way of politics is at a break¬ 


ing point. 

"They've been saying for 
years that the middle class 
is shrinking, but it's starting 
to seem now that it's not 
just a buzzword," Jud said. 
Roberta Hunt, a 78-year-old 
Republican in Santa Ana, 
California, is also frustrated 
by partisanship. "It'd be fine 


if we could eliminate the 
Democrats," she said of the 
political system. 

Hunt and her husband still 
have to work to support 
themselves, and she's not 
optimistic that their situa¬ 
tion will improve. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Robots out of work as automated 
businesses close In Bay Area 


ting 172 jobs in Mountain 
View and eliminating an¬ 
other 80 jobs at its facility in 
San Francisco. Zume Chief 
Executive Alex Garden 
made the announcement 
in an email to employees 
Wednesday, the Mercury 
News in Son Jose reported. 
The Mountain View startup, 
which first began deliver¬ 
ing pizzas in 2016, said it 
intends to focus on its food 
packaging and delivery 
systems. Garden said for¬ 
mer employees will be able 
to apply for the 100 new 
positions Zume expects to 
hove in its packaging busi¬ 
ness. 

In Son Francisco, Cote X 
closed three of its coffee 
shops in the financial dis¬ 
trict. The startup’s founder. 


Henry Hu, said the down¬ 
town cafes helped devel¬ 
op the newest machine 
being used of shops at San 
Francisco International Air¬ 
port and Mineta San Jose 
International Airport, the 
San Francisco Chronicle re¬ 
ported. 

When Cafe X launched 
in 2017, its robotic baristas 
joined robots that made 
smoothies and hamburg¬ 
ers or mixed and dispensed 
salads and quinoa bowls. 
Cafe X will continue to 
have competition in the 
automated coffee market. 
Briggo Coffee Haus has a 
robotic barista that can 
moke 100 drinks per hour 
at San Francisco airport's 
Terminal 3, the Chronicle 
reported. □ 


In this Aug. 29, 2016, file photo, a robot places a pizza Into an 
oven at Zume Pizza In Mountain View, Calif. 

Assoclafed Press 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — It 

has been a bad week for 
robots in the San Francisco 
Boy Area. 

A Silicon Valley company 
that used robots to moke 
its pizzas closed this week, 
and three coffee shops in 
downtown Son Francisco 
that used robots as baristas 
also shuttered. 

Zume Pizza said it is cut- 
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Continued from Front 

But she does think the coun¬ 
try is on the right track — 
"there's less poverty, more 
people at work." 
Republicans such as Hunt 
are more likely than Demo¬ 
crats to express optimism 
that the way things are go¬ 
ing in the country will im¬ 
prove, 54% to 11 %. They're 
also somewhat more likely 
to teel that their personal 
situation will improve, 50% 
to 33%. 

The poll also finds that few 
Americans are confident 
that the government will 
make progress this year on 
the issues they care about, 
with pocketbook and 
health care-related issues 
topping the country's to-do 
list. 

Asked to name their top five 
priorities for government 
action in 2020, rather than 
picking from a list, about 6 
in 10 Americans identified 
economic issues — includ¬ 
ing jobs and unemploy¬ 
ment, the federal budget 
and trade. Half said health 
care. While Democrats and 
Republicans were about as 
likely to want a focus on at 
least one economic issue, 
15% of Republicans identi¬ 
fied trade specifically as a 
priority, compared with just 
5% of Democrats. Demo¬ 
crats were more likely than 
Republicans to name issues 
related to health care. 

Hunt sees homelessness 
and government limiting 
its own role as top priorities, 
but she doubts there will be 
official progress on either. 
To fix homelessness, a par¬ 
ticularly acute problem in 
Southern California, will re¬ 
quire more action by both 
the private sector and indi¬ 
viduals, Hunt said. 

The share of Americans 
mentioning issues related 
to immigration declined 
from a year ago. About a 
third now name immigra¬ 
tion-related issues, includ¬ 


ing more Republicans than 
Democrats, compared 
with about half heading 
into 2019. 

The poll was conducted 
before President Donald 
Trump ordered the Jan. 2 
airstrike that killed Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Gen. 
Qassem Soleimani. Even 
so, about 3 in 10 Americans 
named foreign policy con¬ 
cerns other than immigra¬ 
tion among the top issues 
facing the nation, including 
those related to national 
security, U.S. involvement 
overseas and specific ad¬ 
versaries, such as China 
and Russia. 

Even some who identi¬ 
fied domestic concerns 
brought a tinge of foreign 
affairs to their issues. Jing 
Zhou, a naturalized citizen 
from China and an auto 
engineer in Rochester Hills, 
Michigan, identified edu¬ 
cation as a top priority. "I 
want to see my son, who is 
American now, compete 
better than his counterpart 
in China," Zhou said. 

The 45-year-old is con¬ 
cerned, however, that divi¬ 
sions in the political system 
will prevent progress. "It's 
good to have a difference 
of opinion, but opinions are 
too wide apart," Zhou said. 
"There's almost no way to 
come to a middle ground." 
The poll found that the 
country is about evenly 
split on whether its best 
days are ahead of it or 
behind it. Zhou said there's 
no question America's role 
as the world's lone super¬ 
power is diminishing, but 
he still believes the future 
will be bright. In Cincin¬ 
nati, Jud, the customer ser¬ 
vice representative, came 
to a similar conclusion. "If 
you look at the best days 
of the U.S. being No. 1 on 
the world stage, those days 
are coming to an end," Jud 
said. "But I feel that, overall, 
things will be better."Q 
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Demonstrators gather in the Senate Hart Office Buiiding on Capitoi Hiii to caii for President Donaid 
Trump's removai from office, in Washington, Monday, Jan. 6, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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President Donald Trump arrives to address the nation from the 
White House on the ballistic missile strike that Iran launched 
against Iraqi air bases housing U.S. troops, Wednesday, Jan. 8, 
2020, in Washington, accompanied by Joint Chiefs Chairman 
Gen. Mark Milley, center, and U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. 
David L. Goldfein. 

Associated Press 
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U.S. tried to take out another 
Iranian leader, but failed 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. military tried, but failed, 
to take out another se¬ 
nior Iranian commander 
on the same day that an 
American airstrike killed the 
Revolutionary Guard's top 
general, U.S. officials said 
Friday. 

The officials said a military 
airstrike targeted Abdul 
Reza Shohloi, a high-rank¬ 
ing commander in Iran's 
Islamic Republican Guard 
Corps but the mission was 
not successful. The officials 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity in order to discuss a 
classified mission. 

Officials said both Iranian 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani 
and Shohloi were on ap¬ 
proved military targeting 


lists, which indicates a de¬ 
liberate effort by the U.S. 
to cripple the leadership 
of Iran's Quds force, which 
has been designated a ter¬ 
ror organization by the U.S. 
A U.S. drone strike on Jan. 
3 killed Soleimani shortly af¬ 
ter he landed at Baghdad 
International Airport. Trump 
administration officials 
hove justified the killing os 
an act of self-defense, say¬ 
ing he was planning mili¬ 
tary acts that threatened 
large numbers of American 
military and diplomatic of¬ 
ficials in the Middle East. 
Iran, however, called the 
attack an act of terrorism, 
and on Jan. 8 it launched 
more than a dozen ballistic 
missiles at two bases in Iraq 


that house American and 
coalition forces. No one 
was killed in that retaliation. 
The State Department has 
offered a reward of $15 mil¬ 
lion for information leading 
to the disruption of IRGG fi¬ 
nances, including Shahlai, 
a key financier in the orga¬ 
nization. The State Depart¬ 
ment said he "has a long 
history of targeting Ameri¬ 
cans and U.S. allies glob¬ 
ally," and planned multiple 
assassinations of coalition 
forces in Iraq. It said that his 
activities included provid¬ 
ing weapons and explo¬ 
sives to Shia militia groups 
and directing a plot to as¬ 
sassinate the Saudi ambas¬ 
sador in Washington, D.C., 
in 201 !.□ 
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Virginia iawmakers ban guns at state Capitoi 


By ALAN SUDERAAAN and 
SARAH RANKIN 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 

Virginia lawmakers voted 
Friday to ban tireorms at 
the state Capitol, the first 
in what's expected to be 
many contentious gun 
votes in coming weeks. 
Newly empowered Dem¬ 
ocrats who made up a 
majority of a special rules 
committee voted to ban 
guns at the Capitol and a 
legislative office building 
despite bitter protests from 
Republicans, saying the 
move was needed to pro¬ 
tect public safety. 

"Our focus here is to keep 
everybody safe," said 
House Speaker Eileen Filler- 
Corn. "These are policies 
and rules that should hove 
passed a long, long time 
ago." 

Public officials hove ex¬ 
pressed concerns about 
planned Jan. 20 rallies that 
are set to draw huge crowds 
of pro-gun and gun-control 
advocates. Gun advo¬ 
cates from around Virginia 
and even out of state have 
pledged to turn out in force 
to highlight their resistance 
to proposed gun-control 
measures. 


Democrats initially indicat¬ 
ed that the new bon hod 
been recommended by 
low enforcement. 

"I just have to soy that this is 
something that's been rec¬ 
ommended by our Capitol 
Police. And I think there 
are times when we sort of 
have to trust what our law 
enforcement officers are 
telling us," House Majority 
Leader Chorniele Herring 
said. 

But Capitol Police Col. An¬ 
thony Pike said after the 
vote that he made no rec¬ 
ommendations on whether 
guns should be banned, 
only on how to implement 
the ban Democrats want¬ 
ed. The new policy will re¬ 
quire that everyone enter¬ 
ing the Capitol, except 
for lawmakers, must go 
through a metal detector. 
GOP lawmakers accused 
Democrats of rushing 
through an unnecessary 
policy and then trying to 
lay it at the feet of Capitol 
Police. 

"That was a deliberate mis¬ 
representation," said GOP 
Del. Kirk Gox. 'There's just no 
way around that." 

The new policy takes effect 
at the end of Friday. 


Christmas ransomware 
attack hit New 
York airport servers 


COLONIE, N.Y. (AP) — An 

upstate New York airport 
and its computer man¬ 
agement provider were 
attacked by ransomware 
over Christmas, officials 
said. 

Officials at the Albany 
County Airport Authority 
announced Thursday that 
the attack come to light 
after Schenectady-based 
LogicalNet reported its own 
management services net¬ 
work had been breached. 
From there, the virus spread 
to the authority's servers 
and backup servers, en¬ 
crypting files. 

The attack, which was dis¬ 
covered Christmas Day, 
encrypted administrative 
files like budget spread¬ 
sheets, but no personal 
or financial traveler data 


was accessed, airport offi¬ 
cials said, nor did it affect 
operations at Albany Inter¬ 
national Airport, which the 
authority oversees, or Trans¬ 
portation Security Adminis¬ 
tration or airline computers. 
The airport authority's in¬ 
surance carrier authorized 
payment of the bitcoin 
ransom, which officials 
would say only was "under 
six figures," the Times Union 
reported. It was paid Dec. 
30, and two hours later 
an encryption key was re¬ 
ceived, allowing the airport 
authority to restore its data. 
The contract with Logical- 
Net, which the authority 
has since terminated, in¬ 
cluded providing security 
for the airport's system, air¬ 
port authority CEO Philip 
Calderone said. □ 



Del. Marcus Simon, D-Farifax, left, explains the new policy con¬ 
cerning guns at the Capitol during a joint session of the House 
and Senate Rules Committees at the Virginia State Capitol in 
Richmond, Va., Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Republicans said visitors to 
the Capitol and lawmakers 
should be able to choose 
to protect themselves as 
they see fit. Some GOP 
lawmakers routinely carry 
guns while at the legisla¬ 
ture. One of them. Repub¬ 
lican Sen. Amanda Chase, 
would not say whether she 
would comply with the new 
rules. 

Virginia's Constitution 
blocks lawmakers from be¬ 
ing arrested during legis¬ 
lative sessions except for 
egregious crimes, and Pike 
said Capitol Police will not 
arrest any lawmakers who 
violate the gun ban. 
Previously, anyone with 
a valid concealed hand¬ 
gun permit was allowed to 
bring a gun into the Capi¬ 
tol. Weapons were banned 
in certain ports of the build¬ 
ing, which was designed by 
President Thomas Jefferson, 
including the Senate gal¬ 
lery and the governor's of¬ 
fice on the third floor. 

One Democratic commit¬ 
tee member cited two past 
incidents in arguing for the 
new ban. 

In 2006, a Republican del¬ 
egate's handgun acciden¬ 


tally discharged in his of¬ 
fice and was stopped by 
a bulletproof vest hanging 
on the door. And in 2017, 
a Republican state senator 
left his gun behind in a con¬ 
ference room. 

Virginia Gov. Ralph 
Northom has banned guns 
from other state buildings, 
continuing a policy started 
by his predecessor, former 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe, in 
2015. 

The debate on whether to 
ban guns in the Capitol is 


part of a larger fight over 
guns that's set to dominate 
this year's legislative session. 
With a full majority at the 
state house for the first time 
in a generation. Democrats 
have promised significant 
new gun restrictions, includ¬ 
ing universal background 
checks, a ban on assault 
weapons and a red flog 
law that would allow au¬ 
thorities to temporarily take 
guns away from anyone 
deemed to be dangerous 
to themselves or others. □ 
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Texas governor to reject new refugees, first under Trump 



In this Aug. 7, 2019 file photo. President Donald Trump and Melania Trump greet Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott after arriving in El Paso, Texas. 

Associated Press 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Texas will 
no longer accept the reset¬ 
tlement ot new retugees, 
becoming the tirst state 
known to do so under a re¬ 
cent Trump administration 
order, Gov. Greg Abbott 
said Friday. 

Abbott's announcement 
could have major implica¬ 
tions tor refugees coming 
to the United States. Texas 
has large refugee popula¬ 
tions in several of its cities 
and has long been a lead¬ 
er in settling refugees, tak¬ 
ing in more than any other 
state during the 2018 gov¬ 
ernmental fiscal year, ac¬ 
cording to the United Na¬ 
tions High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 

Since the 2002 fiscal year, 
Texas has resettled an es¬ 
timated 88,300 refugees, 
second only to California, 
according to the Pew Re¬ 
search Center. 

In a letter released Friday, 
Abbott wrote that Texas 
"has been left by Congress 
to deal with disproportion¬ 
ate migration issues result¬ 
ing from a broken federal 
immigration system." He 
added that Texas has done 
"more than its share." 
Abbott argued that the 
state and its non-profit or¬ 


ganizations should instead 
focus on "those who are 
already here, including 
refugees, migrants, and the 
homeless — indeed, all Tex¬ 
ans." 

It wasn't clear how Abbott's 
letter might affect any 
pending refugee cases. 
Refugee groups sharply 
criticized the Republican 
governor. Ali Al Sudani, 
chief programs officer of In¬ 
terfaith Ministries for Great¬ 


er Houston, predicted that 
some refugees with long¬ 
standing plans to come to 
Texas would have flights 
rescheduled or delayed. Al 
Sudani settled in Houston 
from Iraq in 2009 and now 
works to resettle other refu¬ 
gees. 

"You can imagine the mes¬ 
sage that this decision will 
send to them and to their 
families," Al Sudani said. 
"It's very disappointing and 


very sad news, and honest¬ 
ly, this is not the Texas that I 
know." 

Texas Democratic Party 
spokesman Abhi Rahman 
also criticized Abbott, say¬ 
ing refugees "are not politi¬ 
cal pawns and bargaining 
chips to advance anti-im¬ 
migrant policies." 

President Donald Trump 
announced in September 
that resettlement agen¬ 
cies must get written con¬ 


sent from state and local 
officials in any jurisdiction 
where they want to help 
resettle refugees beyond 
June 2020. Trump has al¬ 
ready slashed the number 
of refugees allowed into 
the country for the 2020 fis¬ 
cal year to a historic low of 
18,000. About 30,000 refu¬ 
gees were resettled in the 
U.S. during the previous fis¬ 
cal year. 

Governors in 42 other states 
have said they will con¬ 
sent to allowing in more 
refugees, according to the 
Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service, which 
works with local agencies 
throughout the U.S. to re¬ 
settle refugees. The gover¬ 
nors who haven't chimed in 
are all Republicans and are 
from Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida, Mississippi, South 
Carolina, and Wyoming. 
Fierce debates have oc¬ 
curred in several parts 
of the country, including 
North Dakota and Tennes¬ 
see, over whether to opt 
into refugee resettlement 
under the executive order. 
Many Republican gover¬ 
nors have been caught 
between immigration hard¬ 
liners and some Christian 
evangelicals who believe 
helping refugees is a moral 
obligation. □ 


MacDill AFB on brief lockdown 
after report of armed suspect 



This image stiii provided by WFTS-TV shows traffic near the Mac- 
Diii Air Force base in Tampa, Fia., on Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By FREIDA FRISARO 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — MacDill Air 
Force Base in Tampa, Flori¬ 
da, was briefly put on lock- 
down Friday morning after 
a report of an armed sus¬ 
pect outside the base. 

The base was put on lock- 
down after local authorities 
notified the base there was 
an armed suspect near 
one of the base's gates, a 


news release said. MacDill 
first responders were on the 
scene and isolated the re¬ 
sponse to an area outside 
one of the base's gates. 

All other gates to the base 
were reopened around 8 
a.m. No shots were fired on 
the base and there were 
no injuries to any MacDill 
employees, the news re¬ 
lease said. 

Base officials were assist¬ 


ing local law enforcement 
in searching for the sus¬ 
pect, Lt. Brandon Hanner, 
a spokesman for MacDill 
said. 

Police in nearby St. Pe¬ 
tersburg told news outlets 
the suspect was initially 
involved in a domestic 
dispute at an apartment 
where his ex-girlfriend lives 
with her boyfriend. The man 
showed up there early Fri¬ 
day and vandalized a car 
belonging to the woman's 
boyfriend and damaged 
their apartment door. 
Investigators notified base 
officials that they thought 
the man was on or near 
MacDill. The suspect was 
taken into custody around 
9 a.m. in Hernando County, 
which is north of Tampa, 


according to St. Petersburg 
police. The man's name 
wasn't immediately re¬ 
leased. 

During the lockdown, traf¬ 
fic was at a standstill on nu¬ 
merous roads around the 
base, which is near down¬ 
town Tampa, news outlets 
reported. MacDill is the 
headquarters for U.S. Cen¬ 
tral Command and U.S. 
Special Operations Com¬ 
mand. 

MacDill is the home of the 
6th Air Refueling Wing. 
There are more than 15,000 
military personnel at the 
base. A large number of 
military personnel and their 
families live on the base in 
military housing. 

Friday's lockdown came 
a month after 2nd Lt. Mo¬ 


hammed Alshamrani, a 
21-year-old Saudi Air Force 
officer, killed three U.S. sail¬ 
ors and injured eight other 
people Dec. 6 at Naval Air 
Station Pensacola. 

"We had a pretty dynamic 
situation this morning when 
we had to put the base on 
lockdown," 6th Air Mobil¬ 
ity Wing commander Col. 
Stephen Snelson said in a 
Facebook message. "We 
all took this very seriously 
and I know it may have 
been inconvenient for a 
lot of folks during the morn¬ 
ing commute, but when it 
comes to the safety of our 
servicemembers, as well 
as our families, we're go¬ 
ing to always go with the 
better approach and be 
conservative. "□ 
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Opioid-dependent 
kids' guardians seek 
to form class in suit 



In this photo taken Dec. 30, 2019, Sharena Thomas, left, Carroll Fife, center, Dominique Walker, 
second from right, and Tolani King, right, stand outside a vacant home on Magnolia Street in West 
Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Judge orders homeless women 
to leave house they're occupying 


By MARK GILLISPIE 
Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Guard¬ 
ians caring for hundreds 
of fhousonds of chiidren 
born dependenf on opi¬ 
oids since 2000 shouid be 
grouped fogefher as part 
of the ciass action iawsuit 
fiied by iocai governments 
and others against the 
manufacturers, distributors 
and seiiers of prescription 
pain medication, iowyers 
argued in a motion fiied in 
federai court in Cieveiond. 
in addition to certifying the 
guardians as a ciass, the 
attorneys who fiied the mo¬ 
tion Tuesday want U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Dan Roister to 
create a nationai registry to 
identify chiidren diagnosed 
with neonatai abstinence 
syndrome, form a medicai 
panei to recommend the 
best ways to treat such chii¬ 
dren, and provide money 
for those efforts as quickiy 
as possibie. 

"The urgency of this is, the 
ionger we wait, the more 
difficuit it is to heip these 
chiidren," said Cieveiand 
attorney Marc Dann, who 
fiied the motion aiong with 
attorneys from Texas and 
Louisiana. 

There currentiy are about 
400 guardians for chiidren 
born dependent on opioids 
who have fiied individuai 
ciaims in the pending iaw¬ 
suit that Dann said couid 
be foided into the iarger 
group. The motion fiied this 
week was made initiaiiy on 
behaif of a handfui guard¬ 
ians in Ohio and Caiifor- 
nia and seeks to inciude 
guardians from across the 
country, he said. 

The totai number of chii¬ 
dren born dependent on 
opioids since 2000 is around 


400,000 with between 
20,000 and 30,000 NAS ba¬ 
bies born each year, Dann 
said 

Some states have created 
registries for chiidren diag¬ 
nosed with NAS whiie oth¬ 
ers have not, Dann said, in 
most cases, the chiidren’s 
guardians are grandpar¬ 
ents or someone who has 
been appointed to that 
roie. 

A nationai registry wouid 
aiiow scientists to accumu- 
iate more data to refine 
how best to treat these 
chiidren at each stage of 
their deveiopment, Dann 
said. 

Research has found that 
chiidren born dependent 
on opioids suffer from de- 
veiopmentai deiays, medi¬ 
cai probiems and are sus- 
ceptibie to becoming ad¬ 
dicts themseives as they 
grow oider, Dann said. 

"We haven't started this 
process as a society to fig¬ 
ure this out," he said, "it’s a 
iarge effort, no question, to 
get there." 

As do other piaintiffs in the 
ciass action iawsuit, at¬ 
torneys for the guardians 
seeking to be certified as a 
group aiiege the pharma- 
ceuticai industry engaged 
in a conspiracy to increase 
the number of peopie ad¬ 
dicted to prescription pain- 
kiiiers, a ciaim the industry 
has denied in court and in 
motions. 

"Over time, as science dis¬ 
proved the ciaims of the 
pharmaceuticai industry, 
those parents were driven 
to the streets to buy manu¬ 
factured opioids or heroin," 
Dann said. "They went from 
being customers of doc¬ 
tors to customers of the 
carteis."Q 


By JANIE HAR 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Homeiess women who 
are iilegaliy occupying a 
house in the expensive San 
Francisco Bay Area do not 
have the right to stay and 
must ieave within five days, 
a judge ruied Friday. 
Aiameda County Superior 
Court Judge Patrick McK¬ 
inney previousiy issued a 
tentative ruiing in favor of 
Wedgewood inc., a reai 
estate investment group 
that bought the Oakiand 
property at a foreciosure 
auction iast year. 

Stiii, he aiiowed iawyers for 
one of the women, Domi¬ 
nique Waiker, and her re- 
centiy formed coiiective. 
Moms 4 Fiousing, to make 
their case. They argued 
that housing is a right and 
that the court must give the 
women the right to possess 
the house, especiaiiy be¬ 
cause it sat vacant for so 
iong and the aiternative 
wouid be to send the wom¬ 


en to iive on the streets. 

The judge denied Waiker's 
request to offer expert tes¬ 
timony on the right to hous¬ 
ing through federai and in- 
ternationai iaw. 

"The court recognizes the 
importance of these issues 
but, as raised in connec¬ 
tion with Ms. Waiker's ciaim 
of right to possession, finds 
that they are outside the 
scope of this proceeding," 
McKinney wrote. 

The case reflects Caiifor- 
nia's severe housing short¬ 
age and growing numbers 
of homeiess peopie. Fed¬ 
erai officiais said iast month 
that an uptick in the coun¬ 
try’s homeiess popuiation 
was driven entireiy by a 
16% increase in Caiifornia, 
where the median saies 
price of a home is $500,000 
and is even higher in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. 
The women and their chii¬ 
dren moved into the three- 
bedroom house in Novem¬ 
ber, partiy to protest the 


methods of specuiators 
who they say snap up dis¬ 
tressed homes and ieave 
them empty despite the 
housing crisis. 

"Wedgewood takes no 
pieasure in having the 
sheriff enforce the court's 
order to evict the squat¬ 
ters," company spokes¬ 
man Sam Singer said in a 
statement. "The soiution to 
Oakiand's housing crisis is 
not the redistribution of citi¬ 
zens' homes through iiiegai 
break-ins and seizures by 
squatters." 

The women are not sur¬ 
prised by the ruiing but 
have no pians to ieave the 
house, their iawyer said. 
"We understand that the 
court's hands are tied be¬ 
cause in this country prop¬ 
erty rights are vaiued over 
human rights," said Leah Si- 
mon-Weisberg, an attorney 
from the Aiiiance of Caiifor- 
nians for Community Em¬ 
powerment, which is heip- 
ing the women in court. □ 
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Huge wildfire forms; resident injured in Australia crisis 



Smoke hangs in layers in the mountains near Bemboka Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By NICK PERRY 
BURRAGATE, Austra¬ 

lia (AP) — Two wild¬ 
fires have merged to 
form a 600,000-hecfare 
(2,300-square mile) inferno 
in southeast Australia and 
a resident was injured pro¬ 
tecting their home during 
a night of extraordinarily 
treacherous conditions as 
the nation's unprecedent¬ 
ed fire crisis continues. 
Authorities were assessing 
the damage Saturday after 
firefighters battled flames 
fanned by strong winds 
through the night and 
lightning strikes sparked 
new blazes in New South 
Wales and Victoria, Austra¬ 
lia’s most populous states. 
Conditions were milder on 
Saturday and forecast to 
remain relatively benign for 
the next week. 

"In the scheme of things, we 
did OK last night," Victorian 
Emergency Management 
Commissioner Andrew 
Crisp told Nine Network 
television on Saturday. 

New South Wales Rural 
Fire Service Commissioner 
Shane Fitzsimmons told re¬ 
porters "we're extremely 
relieved" the fires were not 
been more destructive 
overnight. 

New South Wales Premier 


Gladys Berejiklian said 
there had been a "serious 
injury of somebody pro¬ 
tecting their property." She 
said that person had been 
taken to a Sydney hospital, 
but gave no other details. 
With no heavy rain fore¬ 
cast, the 600,000-hectare 
fire in southern New South 
Wales near the Victorian 
border is expected to burn 
for weeks, the New South 
Wales Rural Fire Service 
said. 


The fire crisis in southeast 
Australia has claimed at 
least 26 lives, destroyed 
more than 2,000 homes 
and scorched an area 
twice the size of the U.S. 
state of Maryland since 
September. 

It has also brought accu¬ 
sations that Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison’s conserva¬ 
tive government needs to 
take more action to coun¬ 
ter climate change. Thou¬ 
sands of protesters rallied 


late Friday in Sydney and 
Melbourne, the respec¬ 
tive capitals of New South 
Wales and Victoria, calling 
for Morrison to be fired and 
for Australia to take tough¬ 
er action on global warm¬ 
ing. 

The protesters carried plac¬ 
ards that said: "We de¬ 
serve more than your neg¬ 
ligence," "This is ecosystem 
collapse" and "We can’t 
breathe," referring to wild¬ 
fire smoke that has choked 


both cities. 

Australia is the world’s big¬ 
gest exporter of coal and 
liquid natural gas. Austra¬ 
lians are also among the 
worst green-house gas 
emitters on a per capita 
basis. 

On Friday, thousands of 
people in the path of fires 
fled to evacuation cen¬ 
ters, while some chose to 
ignore evacuation orders 
and stayed to defend their 
homes. 

Evan Flarris, who lives in the 
New South Wales rural vil¬ 
lage of Burragate, said po¬ 
lice and fire crews told him 
he should leave his cottage 
because of the threat, but 
he told them he wasn't go¬ 
ing anywhere. 

Burragate was choked with 
smoke for several hours on 
Friday and was directly in a 
fire’s path. 

A fire strike team and sev¬ 
eral members of the Aus¬ 
tralian Army arrived in the 
village to try to save prop¬ 
erties, and the assembled 
team was prepared to hun¬ 
ker down in the local fire 
station if the flames overran 
them. 

In the end, the winds died 
down and so did the fire. 
The crisis was averted, for 
now. □ 


S. Korea conveys Trump's 
birthday message to Kim Jong Un 



Chung Eui-yong, South Korea's presidential national security 
director, speaks to the media after returning from Washington 
at the Incheon International Airport, South Korea, Friday, Jan. 
10 , 2020 . 

Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

South Korea said Friday it 
conveyed a message by 
President Donald Trump 
to North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un wishing him 
a happy birthday, which is 
believed to be Jan. 8. 


Returning from a visit to 
Washington on Friday, 
Chung Eui-yong, South 
Korea’s presidential na¬ 
tional security director, 
told reporters that Trump 
requested Seoul to deliver 
the message to Kim dur¬ 


ing a meeting at the White 
Flouse this week. 

Chung didn’t disclose what 
the message specifically 
said, but said Seoul sent it 
to Pyongyang on Thursday 
through "proper means." 
Kim last week opened the 
new year expressing deep 
frustrations over stalled nu¬ 
clear negotiations with the 
Trump administration and 
vowed to bolster his nucle¬ 
ar arsenal as a deterrent 
against "gangster-like" U.S. 
sanctions and pressure. 

The North in past months 
has severed virtually all co¬ 
operation with the South, 
while demanding Seoul to 
break away from Washing¬ 
ton and restart inter-Kore¬ 
an economic projects held 
back by U.S.-led sanctions. 


But the Koreas still operate 
a liaison office in the North 
Korean border town of 
Kaesong. 

Seoul had lobbied hard for 
the resumption of nuclear 
negotiations, with Chung 
shuttling between Pyong¬ 
yang and Washington to 
help set up the first summit 
between Kim and Trump in 
June 2018. 

But negotiations have fal¬ 
tered since the collapse 
of the second Kim-Trump 
meeting in February last 
year, when the U.S. side 
rejected North Korean de¬ 
mands for major sanctions 
relief in exchange for a 
partial surrender of its nu¬ 
clear capabilities. 

Trump and Kim met again 
in June and agreed to re¬ 


sume negotiations. But 
an October working-level 
meeting in Sweden broke 
down over what the North 
Koreans described as the 
Americans’ "old stance 
and attitude." 

Despite the standstill in 
talks. Trump and Kim have 
both described their per¬ 
sonal relationship as good. 
Trump has boasted about 
the "beautiful" letters he 
has received from Kim. 
North Korea has never offi¬ 
cially confirmed Kim’s birth 
date. While covering a 
2014 visit to the country by 
Dennis Rodman, North Ko¬ 
rean state media said the 
former NBA star organized 
an exhibition game on 
Jan. 8 to celebrate Kim’s 
birthday.Q 
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N. Ireland parties mull deal to restore collapsed government 



SDLP or Social Democratic and Labour Party leader Colum East- 
wood, lett and deputy leader Nichola Mallon speak to the me¬ 
dia in the Great Hall of Parliament Buildings, Stormont, in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By JILL LAWLESS 
LONDON (AP) — North¬ 
ern Ireland's main political 
parties are meeting Friday 
to decide whether to ac¬ 
cept a deal to restore the 
Belfast-based government 
that collapsed three years 
ago. 

Northern Ireland's 1.8 mil¬ 
lion people have been 
without a functioning ad¬ 
ministration since the pow¬ 
er-sharing government fell 
apart in January 2017 over 
a botched green-energy 
project. The riff soon wid¬ 
ened to broader cultural 
and political issues separat¬ 
ing Northern Ireland's British 
unionists and Irish national¬ 
ists, who shared power in 
the government. 

After several days of intense 
talks, the British and Irish 
governments late Thursday 
published a draft proposal 
to revive the Northern Ire¬ 
land Assembly and execu¬ 
tive. 

The U.K.'s Northern Ireland 


Secretary, Julian Smith, said 
the political parties had not 
agreed to all of it, but he 
was asking the assembly's 
speaker to reconvene the 
legislature Friday in hope 
politicians would back the 
deal. 

"Now is decision time," he 
said. "We have had three 
years of talks and there is 
finally a good deal on the 
table that all parties can 
support." 

Irish Foreign Minister Simon 
Coveney also urged ac¬ 
ceptance, saying it was 
time "politicians stepped 
up and fully represented 
their constituents." 

"Forget the language of 
win or lose. This is a deal 
filled with compromises," he 
said. 

Initial signs were encour¬ 
aging. The main pro-British 
group, the Democratic 
Unionist Party, said it was 
"not a perfect deal," but 
could be supported. 

"On balance we believe 


there is a basis upon which 
the assembly and execu¬ 
tive can be re-established 
in a fair and balanced 
way," said DUP leader Ar¬ 
lene Foster. 

Irish nationalist party Sinn 
Fein, the DUP's former gov¬ 
ernment partner, said its 
ruling council would meet 
Friday afternoon to decide 


whether to support the 
deal. 

Previous attempts to restore 
power-sharing between 
Sinn Fein and the DUP and 
have come to nothing. But 
the U.K.'s looming depar¬ 
ture from the European 
Union, due on Jan. 31, has 
given new urgency to at¬ 
tempts to restore the gov¬ 


ernment. Northern Ireland 
has the U.K.'s only border 
with an EU member coun¬ 
try, and Brexit will challenge 
the status of the currently 
invisible frontier, potentially 
pushing Northern Ireland 
into a closer embrace with 
its southern member, the 
Republic of Ireland. Both of 
the two main parties — the 
DUP and Sinn Fein — want 
a say on what happens 
next. 

Northern Ireland also faced 
a Jan. 13 deadline to re¬ 
store the government or 
face new elections for the 
assembly that could see 
Sinn Fein and the DUP lose 
ground to less intransigent 
parties. 

The deal includes promises 
of financial support from 
the U.K. for big infrastruc¬ 
ture projects if the govern¬ 
ment is restored, as well 
as proposals to deal with 
contentious issues such 
as the status of the Irish 
language.Q 


No sight of French deal on 
pensions as unions hold out 


The French government 
and labor unions appeared 
far from reaching any com¬ 
promise deal Friday in talks 
over a planned pension 
overhaul, with strikes and 
protests grinding on. 

Prime Minister Edouard 
Philippe said Friday's meet¬ 
ings with major unions and 
employers' associations 
"made progress" but ac¬ 
knowledged there was 
"still work ahead" in ending 
the impasse that has seen 


France's longest rail strike in 
decades. 

The negotiations focused 
on two key issues: the re¬ 
tirement age and how to 
pay for the new pensions 
system. 

But unions reject anything 
that doesn't do away with 
the plan to raise the full 
pension eligibility age from 
62 to 64. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of protesters took to the 
streets nationwide on Thurs¬ 


day to denounce the gov¬ 
ernment's plans. Hard-left 
workers' unions want the 
pensions overhaul plan to 
be scrapped entirely. 
Philippe Martinez, the 
head of the CGT union, ex¬ 
pressed his "disagreement" 
with the plan. 

"The more the government 
and the ministers in charge 
of it try to explain their bill, 
the less the French under¬ 
stand it, which is a serious 
problem," he said. 



A lawyer faces a riot police officer during a demonstration in 
Rennes, western France, Thursday Jon. 9, 2020. 

Associated Press 


The prime minister still hopes moderate unions, which in 
to find some compromise his view would weaken the 
with some of the more protest movement.^ 
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U.S. dismisses Iraq request to work on a troop withdrawal plan 



In this May 15, 2019 file photo, Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul- 
Mahdi speaks to the media during a joint news conference with 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, in Ankara, Turkey. 

Associated Press 


By SAMYA KULLAB and QA- 
SSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s 
caretaker prime minister 
asked Washingtan ta wark 
aut a read map for an 
American troop withdraw¬ 
al, but the U.S. State De¬ 
partment on Friday bluntly 
rejected the request, say¬ 
ing the two sides should 
instead talk about how to 
"recommit" to their partner¬ 
ship. 

Thousands of anti-govern¬ 
ment protesters turned out 
in the capital and southern 
Iraq, many calling on both 
Iron and America to leave 
Iraq, reflecting their anger 
and frustration over the 
two rivals — both allies of 
Baghdad — trading blows 
on Iraqi soil. 

The request from Prime 
Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi 
pointed to his determina¬ 
tion to push ahead with 
demands for U.S. troops to 
leave Iraq, stoked by the 
American drone strike on 
Jon. 3 that killed top Iranian 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani. 
In a phone call Thursday 
night, he told U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo that 
recent U.S. actions were 
unacceptable breaches 
of Iraqi sovereignty and a 
violation of their security 
agreements, his office said. 
He asked Pompeo to "send 
delegates to Iraq to pre¬ 
pare a mechanism" to car¬ 
ry out the Iraqi Parliament’s 
resolution on withdrawing 
foreign troops, according 
to the statement. 

"The prime minister said 
American forces had en¬ 
tered Iraq and drones are 
flying in its airspace with¬ 
out permission from Iraqi 
authorities, and this was 
a violation of the bilateral 
agreements," the state¬ 
ment added. 

Abdul-Mahdi signaled he 
was standing by the push 
for U.S. forces to leave de¬ 
spite signs of de-escalation 
by Tehran and Washington 
after Iron retaliated for So- 
leimoni’s death by firing mis¬ 
siles that hit two Iraqi bases 
where American troops are 
based but caused no casu¬ 
alties. 

Iraqis feel furious and help¬ 
less at being caught in 
the middle of the fighting. 


Abdul-Mahdi has said he 
rejects all violations of Iraqi 
sovereignty, including both 
the Iranian and U.S. strikes. 
The State Department flatly 
dismissed Abdul-Mahdi’s re¬ 
quest, saying U.S. troops are 
crucial for the fight against 
the Islamic State group and 
it would not discuss remov¬ 
ing them. 

Pompeo indicated Friday 
the troops would remain, 
adding that the U.S. would 
continue its mission to help 
train Iraqi security forces 
and counter the Islamic 
State group. 

"We are happy to continue 
the conversation with the 
Iraqis about what the right 
structure is," Pompeo said 
at the White House during 
an unrelated appearance. 

"Our mission set there is 
very clear. We’ve been 
there to perform a training 
mission to help the Iraqi se¬ 
curity forces be successful 
and to continue the cam¬ 
paign against ISIS, to con¬ 
tinue the counter-Daesh 
campaign," he said, using 
alternate acronyms for the 
militant group. 

"We’re going to continue 
that mission but, as times 
change and we get to a 
place where we can deliv¬ 
er upon what I believe and 
what the president believes 
is our right structure with 


fewer resources dedicated 
to that mission, we will do 
so," Pompeo said. 

He said a NATO team was 
at the State Department 
working on a plan "to get 
burden- sharing right in the 
region, as well, so that we 
con continue the important 
missions to protect and de¬ 
fend, and keep the Ameri¬ 
can people safe" while re¬ 
ducing costs and burdens 
borne by the U.S. 

Earlier in the day, Pompeo’s 
spokeswoman Morgan Or- 
tagus said any delegation 
sent to Iraq would be dedi¬ 
cated to "discussing how to 
best recommit to our strate¬ 
gic partnership - not to dis¬ 
cuss troop withdrawal, but 
our right, appropriate force 
posture in the Middle East." 
Iraqi lawmakers passed 
a resolution Sunday to 
oust U.S. troops, following 
the U.S. drone strike that 
killed Soleimani and senior 
Iraqi militia commander 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis 
at Baghdad’s airport. The 
nonbinding vote put the re¬ 
sponsibility on the govern¬ 
ment to formally request a 
withdrawal. Abdul-Mahdi 
urged lawmakers at the 
time to take "urgent mea¬ 
sures" to ensure the remov¬ 
al of the troops. 

In speaking to Pompeo, 
Abdul-Mahdi stopped short 


of requesting an immedi¬ 
ate withdrawal, allowing 
time to draw up a strategy 
and timeline for departure. 
In its initial readout of the 
call, the State Department 
made no mention of Ab¬ 
dul-Mahdi’s request on the 
troops. It said Pompeo, who 
initiated the call, reiterated 
the U.S. condemnation of 
the Iranian missile strikes 
and underscored that 
President Donald Trump 
"has said the United States 
will do whatever it takes to 
protect the American and 
Iraqi people and defend 
our collective interests." 
There are some 5,200 U.S. 
troops in Iraq assisting and 
providing training to Iraqi 
security counterparts to 
fight IS. An American pull¬ 
out could deeply set back 
efforts to crush remnants of 
the group amid concerns 
of its resurgence during the 
political turmoil. 

Both the U.S. and Iran have 
fought to defeat IS, and 
neither wants to see it stage 
a comeback. 

IS gloated in its first com¬ 
ments on Soleimani’s 
slaying, saying his death 
"pleased the hearts of be¬ 
lievers," in an editorial in 
the group’s al-Nabaa on¬ 
line newspaper. It carried 
a photo of Soleimani and 
al-Muhandis, saying that 
"God brought their end at 
the hands of their allies." 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State David Schenker said 
future talks between Bagh¬ 
dad and Washington were 
expected to focus on the 
nature of their strategic re¬ 
lationship, 

"We provide assets that no 
other coalition ally can pro¬ 
vide. ... If the United States 
wasn’t in Iraq, it’s hard to 
imagine the coalition be¬ 
ing in Iraq," he told report¬ 
ers in Dubai at the end of a 
visit to the region in which 
he met with Iraqi officials in 
the northern Kurdish region. 
Schenker added that the 
U.S. and its partners have 
provided $5.4 billion to the 
Iraqi military in the lost four 
years. 

Ortagus said the U.S. and 
Iraqi governments need to 
talk about security as well 
as "our financial, economic 
and diplomatic partner¬ 
ship." She did not elabo¬ 


rate. 

Iraq is highly dependent on 
Iran sanctions waivers from 
Washington to continue im¬ 
porting Iranian gas to meet 
electricity demands, and 
the U.S. has consistently 
used this os leverage. The 
current waiver expires in 
February, and without a 
new one, Iraq could face 
severe financial penalties. 
The demand for a troop 
withdrawal is not universal 
among Iraqis. Sunni and 
Kurdish lawmakers, who 
oppose the Parliament 
resolution, see the U.S. pres¬ 
ence as a bulwark against 
domination by the major¬ 
ity Shiites and Iran. Kurdish 
security forces have bene¬ 
fited from U.S. training and 
aid. 

Protesters criticized the on¬ 
going crisis involving Iraq, 
the U.S. and Iran in demon¬ 
strations across the capital 
and in the southern prov¬ 
inces. 

Thousands massed in Bagh¬ 
dad’s Tahrir square, the epi¬ 
center of the protest move¬ 
ment, and many chanted 
"Damn Iran and America!" 
Large demonstrations also 
were held in Basra, Dhi Qar, 
Najaf and Diwanieh prov¬ 
inces as the movement 
seeks to regain momentum 
after regional tensions over¬ 
shadowed the uprising. 
Amid the protests in Bas¬ 
ra, Iraqi journalist Ahmed 
Abdul Samod was found 
dead in his car outside a 
police station from a gun¬ 
shot wound to the head, 
according to a security 
official who requested an¬ 
onymity in line with regu¬ 
lations. A photographer 
covering the protests was 
injured and is in critical con¬ 
dition. 

Meanwhile, Grand Ayatol¬ 
lah Ali ol-Sistoni urged rival 
political factions to unite 
and put private interests 
aside, saying they risked 
creating more unrest. The 
factions have yet to agree 
on a nominee to replace 
the outgoing Abdul-Mahdi, 
who resigned in December 
under pressure from the 
protesters. 

"Everyone is required to 
think carefully about what 
this situation will lead to 
if there is no end to it," he 
added.Q 








In this Friday, Sept. 28, 2018 fiie photo. South Sudan's First Vice 
President Taban Deng Gai addresses the 73rd session of the 
United Nations Generai Assembiy, at U.N. headquarters. 

Associated Press 


U.S. sanctions 


South Sudan's vice 
president over abuses 


JOHANNESBURG (AP)— The 

United States on Wednes¬ 
day imposed sanctions 
on South Sudan’s First Vice 
President Taban Deng Goi, 
citing his involvement in se¬ 
rious human rights abuses. 

It is one ot the sharpest 
actions taken by the U.S. 
against South Sudan's gov¬ 
ernment amid Washing¬ 
ton's frustration over the 
country’s failure to achieve 
a stable peace after its civil 
war. 

The Treasury Department 
statement asserted that 
Deng was involved in 
the disappearance and 
deaths of human rights 
lawyer Samuel Dong Luak 
and opposition member 
Aggrey Idry in 2017. It also 
asserted that he has acted 
to divide the armed oppo¬ 
sition in South Sudan, ex¬ 
tending the country's five- 
year civil war that killed 
nearly 400,000 people. 

In a response to the U.S. 
announcement, the press 
secretary for Deng, Agel 
Machar, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press the sanctions 
"are as unfortunate as they 
are misplaced," noting his 
former role as chief peace 
negotiator for the armed 
opposition. 

Deng also has willingly ac¬ 
cepted to step aside from 
his role as first vice presi¬ 
dent for the sake of peace, 
the press secretary said, to 
make way for opposition 
leader Riek Machar. 

The U.S. is among the coun¬ 
tries pressuring Machar and 


President Salva Kiir to form 
a coalition government 
with Machar as deputy. 
A deadline for that looms 
next month after the par¬ 
ties failed to make one in 
November. 

More than 50 days into the 
100-day extension, the U.S. 
statement said, "there have 
been no concrete steps to 
create the security condi¬ 
tions conducive to imple¬ 
menting a peace deal." 
It added that the U.S. "will 
continue to apply pressure 
on the senior leadership of 
South Sudan to take con¬ 
crete measures to bring 
peace and stability to the 
country." 

The U.S., which backed the 
fight for South Sudan's in¬ 
dependence from Sudan, 
achieved in 2011, has been 
increasingly frustrated by 
the inability of Kiir and 
Machar to reach a lasting 
peace. Meanwhile, the 
government faces wide¬ 
spread accusations by crit¬ 
ics of mismanagement and 
corruption. 

"Today’s action represents 
a significant and important 
ratcheting up of U.S. finan¬ 
cial pressure designed to 
break the impasse in South 
Sudan and hold those im¬ 
peding peace account¬ 
able," John Prendergast, 
co-founder of The Sentry, 
said in a statement. The 
Washington-based inves¬ 
tigative group has often 
reported on alleged cor¬ 
ruption by South Sudanese 
officials. □ 
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Malta's Prime Minister Joseph Muscat waives during his farewell speech as Labour Party leader 
in Kordin, near Valletta, Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. A new leader will be elected during the weekend. 

Associated Press 


Malta's PM on way out: I paid 
price for reporter's slaying 


By STEPHEN CALLEJA 
Associated Press 
VALLETTA, Malta (AP) — 

Malta's prime minister told 
the nation Friday night that 
he had paid "the highest 
political price for a dark 
episode," a reference to 
the assassination of an in¬ 
vestigative journalist whose 
work targeted his govern¬ 
ment and whose death led 
to demands for his resigna¬ 
tion. 

In a farewell address to his 
Labor Party, Prime Minister 
Joseph Muscat said he was 
"hurt" by what Daphne Ca- 
ruana Galizia wrote when 
she was alive, "but I did not 
suffer as much as her fam¬ 
ily did" when a bomb blew 
up her car and killed her in 
2017. 

"I am sorry for what hap¬ 
pened" to Caruana Gal¬ 
izia, Muscat added without 
referring to his former chief 
of staff being questioned 
and under investigation in 
the slaying. 

Muscat, who is halfway 
through his second term, 
announced on Dec.1 that 
he would resign as leader 
of the ruling Labor Party 
and prime minister amid 
increasing demands at 
home and abroad for ac¬ 
countability in the assassi¬ 
nation. 

He delayed his resignation 
by six weeks to let the La¬ 
bor Party go through the 
process of electing a new 


leader. 

Wildly cheered by La¬ 
bor members during his 
speech, Muscat said he 
would remain in Parliament 
and keep working to im¬ 
prove human rights. During 
his tenure, the government 
introduced legal same-sex 
marriage. 

In his remark about paying 
a personal political price 
for "a dark episode," he 
did not directly mention 
the journalist's killing. He 
said that once he realized 
he could no longer ensure 
his presence in office was 
"positive" for Malta, he de¬ 
cided to quit. 

His promise to step down 
failed to quell anti-gov¬ 
ernment protests by Mal¬ 
tese angry over links be¬ 
tween Muscat's office and 
the bomb blast that killed 
Caruana Galizia, whose 
anti-corruption reporting 
targeted members of the 
government. 

A deputy premier and a 
lawmaker in his party are 
vying to replace him. The 
one picked to be Labor's 
new leader in a party elec¬ 
tion on Saturday will be¬ 
come prime minister, and 
Muscat will step aside as 
premier within days. 

Both candidates — Deputy 
Prime Minister Chris Fearne 
and lawmaker Robert Abe- 
la — say they will work to re¬ 
gain the Maltese people’s 
confidence in the govern¬ 


ment by upholding the rule 
of law. 

But each candidate has 
stopped short of criticiz¬ 
ing Muscat even as they 
promise to heal the coun¬ 
try's reputation. Labor has 
a comfortable majority in 
Parliament. 

Concerned European 
Union lawmakers who vis¬ 
ited Malta after the jour¬ 
nalist's slaying expressed 
concerns about the func¬ 
tioning of the tiny island 
nation's police and judicial 
systems. 

Three men have been 
charged with murder for al¬ 
legedly triggering the pow¬ 
erful car bomb that killed 
53-year-old Caruana Gal¬ 
izia as she drove near her 
home on Oct. 16, 2017. No 
trial date has been set. 
Days before Muscat an¬ 
nounced he was stepping 
down both as party leader 
and prime minister, his chief 
of staff, Keith Schembri, was 
arrested and questioned in 
connection with Caruana 
Galizia's killing. 

Schembri was later re¬ 
leased but remains under 
investigation. 

On Nov. 30, a day before 
Muscat told the nation 
he would leave office, a 
prominent Maltese busi¬ 
nessman, Yorgen Fenech, 
was arraigned on charges 
that included complicity in 
the murder. He has plead¬ 
ed innocent. □ 
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Puerto Ricans settle in quake shelters, refuse to go home 



Tents and cots are set up for people whose homes are either destroyed or unsafe to enter after an 
6.4 magnitude earthquake, at a baseball stadium amid aftershocks and no electricity in Guaya- 
nilla, Puerto Rico, at sunrise Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By DAN 1C A GOTO 
GUAYANILLA, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — A new commu¬ 
nity has popped up in this 
earthquake-damaged 
town in southwest Puerto 
Rico: it houses 300 people, 
a dozen police officers and 
one macaw. 

Cries of "Uno!" filled the air 
early Friday morning as chil¬ 
dren on cots played card 
games while men with a 
pillow under their arm and 
sleep in their eyes went to 
work. Many families in this 
dusty baseball park con¬ 
verted into a makeshift out¬ 
door shelter live nearby. But 
they can't or won’t return 
home because their walls 
are cracked, their houses 
have collapsed or they’ve 
been indefinitely evacu¬ 
ated after a 6.4-magnitude 
earthquake that prompt¬ 
ed U.S. President Donald 
Trump to declare an emer¬ 
gency in the U.S. territory. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
Puerto Ricans are still with¬ 
out power and water, and 
thousands are staying in 
shelters and sleeping on 
sidewalks since Tuesday’s 
earthquake. The tremor 
killed one person, injured 
nine others and damaged 
or destroyed hundreds of 
homes and several schools 
and businesses in the is¬ 
land’s southwest region. 

The unusual seismic activ¬ 
ity and strong aftershocks 


have delayed recovery 
efforts, caused a spike in 
people staying in govern¬ 
ment shelters like the one in 
Guayanilla and unleashed 
panic among thousands of 
Puerto Ricans. 

"I’ve reached the point 
where I’m getting on my 
knees in the street to pray, 
and I’m even listening to 
Christian music," said Irma 
Vega, a 45-year-old care¬ 
taker for the elderly. "It’s 
been 20 years since I’ve 
worshipped." 


Another aftershock of 
4.36-magnitude hit before 
dawn, causing people in 
the shelter to yell, "It’s shak¬ 
ing! It’s shaking!" as some 
sat upright in their cots. The 
quakes have also dam¬ 
aged government build¬ 
ings, including a maximum 
security prison in the near¬ 
by southern coastal city of 
Ponce, where officials relo¬ 
cated nearly 200 inmates 
for their safety. 

The ground in southwest 
Puerto Rico has been shak¬ 


ing since Dec. 28, with 
more than 1,100 earth¬ 
quakes, of which 96 have 
been felt and 66 were of a 
magnitude 3.5 or greater, 
according to the island’s 
Seismic Network. 

Gavin Hayes, with the U.S. 
Geological Survey, said the 
most likely scenario is that 
aftershocks will continue to 
decrease in frequency for 
the next 30 days. 
Meanwhile, government 
officials are trying to calm 
and distract people by 


turning some shelters into 
a makeshift community. At 
the baseball park in Guay¬ 
anilla late Thursday night 
— the town’s largest one — 
volunteers played the mov¬ 
ie "Dinosaur," for a dozen 
small children who sat en¬ 
raptured and cross-legged 
as generators roared in the 
background and the elder¬ 
ly nestled under blankets 
in the chilly air and tried to 
sleep. 

Nearby, older children 
kicked up dust as they 
chased each other on bi¬ 
cycles, prompting volun¬ 
teers to yell, "Watch out!" 
People still trickled into the 
baseball field close to mid¬ 
night, including 74-year-old 
Lydia Ramos. She dragged 
a small suitcase with her 
right hand and carried her 
10-year-old Chihuahua, 
"Princess," in her left as the 
dog snuggled into a pink 
blanket. 

"Find me a little cot,"she told 
volunteers as she recount¬ 
ed the recent nights at 
home. "My home is shaking 
from side to side... I’m even 
scared to take a shower... 
I’m so ready to leave." 
Ramos spent the night on 
an army green cot and 
left early Friday morning 
for New York to temporar¬ 
ily stay with her son. But for 
those who cannot afford to 
fly to the U.S. mainland, the 
future is uncertain. □ 


Family: 2 suspects in Mexico 
border killings arrested in .U.S 



Mexican writer and activist Javier Sicilia, left, Julian, center, 
and Adrian LeBaron, who lost relatives and friends in a Nov. 
4, 2019 ambush in northern Mexico, pose for photos during a 
press conference in Mexico City, Thursday, Jan. 9, 2020. 

Associated Press 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Rela¬ 
tives of nine U.S. dual-na¬ 
tional women and children 
killed in northern Mexico in 
November said Thursday 


U.S. authorities told them 
they have two suspects un¬ 
der detention in the United 
States. 

Bryan LeBaron said Ameri¬ 


can officials told the fam¬ 
ily that two suspects had 
been detained in the 
United States, but did not 
specify what role they had 
played in the Nov. 4 am¬ 
bush attack. 

Earlier this week, prosecu¬ 
tors said more than 40 
suspects have now been 
identified in connection 
with the killings of the ex¬ 
tended Langford and LeB¬ 
aron families who have 
lived in northern Mexico for 
decades. 

They consider themselves 
Mormon but are not af¬ 
filiated with The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. Many have dual 


U.S.-Mexican citizenship. 
The prosecutors’ office did 
not offer any further details 
on the 40 suspects, many 
of whom are apparently 
known only by their nick¬ 
names. 

Last week, prosecu¬ 
tors reported that three 
men were arrested and 
charged with organized 
crime for drug offenses, 
though none apparently 
yet faces homicide charg¬ 
es in the case. 

They said four other sus¬ 
pects are being held un¬ 
der a form of house arrest. 
The name of one suspect 
announced by federal 
prosecutors Monday par¬ 


tially matches the police 
chief of the town of Janos, 
Chihuahua, near where 
the killings occurred. Local 
media reported the police 
chief had been in the pay 
of the La Linea drug gang. 
Julian LeBaron, who lost 
relatives and friends in the 
ambush, confirmed the 
police chief had been ar¬ 
rested, and added, "That 
should be very worrying 
to everyone." "Who vets 
them?" LeBaron asked. 
"He (the police chief) was 
there for 13 years", he said, 
questioning how state au¬ 
thorities could not have 
known the man was work¬ 
ing for a drug cartel.Q 
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Play Your Way to the Party 


EAGLE BEACH - Lots of fun 
combined with admira¬ 
tion for creativity. Those 
are some of the ingredi¬ 
ents of the signature event 
of Kiwanis Club of Aruba. 
Everybody wants to see 
and be seen at the Kiwanis 
Annual Masquerade Party 
that takes place February 
21st at the Renaissance 
Convention Center. 

Now Eagle Aruba Casino 
gives you the opportunity 
to play your way to the 


party, whether you can't 
get enough of the fun and 
excitement it takes to win 
or you simply love the en¬ 
tertainment and all its ex¬ 
citing moments, this is the 
promotion for you. 

If you want to be a winner, 
all you have to do is visit 
Eagle Aruba Casino during 
the qualifying dates and 
opt in to be a part of the 
action. The Kiwanis Mas¬ 
querade Party is one of 
the biggest events on the 


Why are we having 
strong winds and what 
about the rain? 

ORANJESTAD — We are having a very unsettled 
week weather-wise and people are asking why. The 
main questions have been why we are having rain 
and why do we have such strong winds today. 

First we are going to answer the question why we 
are having strong winds. A very strong high pressure 
(1042 mb) is settled north of the Caribbean and is 
extending over the Caribbean itself. Together with 
the presence of a low-pressure area over northern 
Colombia, it leads to a big difference in the atmo¬ 
spheric pressure, so then there is a strong pressure 
gradient force. To be more specific, a pressure gra¬ 
dient is a measure of how much pressure changes 
over distance and on a weather map that is shown 
by the isobars. Isobars are lines on a weather map 
joining places of equal atmospheric pressure. When 
those are very close to each other, it means that 
there is a strong pressure gradient and thus windy 
conditions are present over that area. When those 
are far from each other, there may be little or no 
wind over that area. We generally expect a strong 
pressure gradient during the next days, mostly today 
and Saturday and afterwards it should weaken a bit 
but not significantly, so the moderate to strong winds 
will likely persist in the next days. We could expect 
strong wind gusts up to 60 km/h. The strong winds will 
lead to rough seas. As of the rain that we have been 
having lately with the exception of Wednesday, the 
first part of the week was related with a slow-moving 
disturbance and the current rain is related to areas 
of cloudiness coming from the North Atlantic that 
were remnants of cold fronts and have been pushed 
to the south because of the high pressure that cre¬ 
ates the well -known trade winds across the region. 
The shower activity will likely decrease on Saturday, 
and then again increase during Sunday till possibly 
remain till Wednesday. 

Source Caribbean Weather Center 



island and a way for you to join some car¬ 
nival spirit. Come in and have some fun at 
Eagle Aruba Casino. 

The promotion: 

10 Points = 1 raffle entry 


Earning period 

Raffle on February 5th & 15th 
1 st prize entree to the KMP 
2nd 2x $100 in Bonus Slot Dollars 
3rd 3x $75 Bonus Slot Dollars 
4th & 5th 5x $50 Bonus Slot Dollars 



J.L HUUSQUIH BLVD. 248, ARUSA | EAGLE ADVAKIAGE | [227] 527-91801 LOCATES Al M EAGLE ARUBA RESORT i CASiNO 


10 POINTS = 1 RAFFLf ENTRY 
RAFFLES FEBRUARV AND FEBRUARY 15^ 

F PRIZE ENTRY TO THE PARTY OF THE YEAR 
2 X PRIZE $100 BONUS SLOT DOLLARS 
3^'' 3 X PRIZE $75 BONUS SLOT DOLLARS 
4^ & S X PRIZE $50 BONUS SLOT DOLLARS 


EaD e Rruba 


+ 
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RESORTS CASINO 


PLAY YOUR WAY TO THf 

ANNUAL KIWANIS MASQUERADE PARTY 

FEBRUARY 21ST 
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Frequent visitor Joey Sasso new star on Netflix reality show 



PALM BEACH — Joes Sas- Rick Grosser from Roches- has been coming for many 
so is fhe son of Dede and fer. New York. The family years fo Aruba as fhey fell 
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When checking-lnp you wilt always need your valid p«sp«rtp along with your ticket 
fl'tlckel receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 
Forall US-bound departures, checks in thfwtiDurs before you r^cheduled departure 
time. 

For alf US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards locat ImmlgrationSH main 
secuHly screening, sbopplng area and the departure gat% Afuba Airport proiddes 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

For alt Non US departures, check-ln may vary between a Hines and desllnariofis; 
always consult your airline for mote Information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

For ail Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
sfde of building; follow the signs and head towards Local Immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates. 

If traveling with a cajnry-on, there are restrictions on liquids^, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage. Always check witlvyour airline on limitations. 
Always check the weight limit of your baggage; excess weight may result in penalty 
fees. 

Always label your bags and suitcases with your name, address and phone number. 
Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not causH delays If these need to be inspected. 

Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling^ if you have these on, remove all metal items and place these In a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on Tuggage 
until you clear security.This will help speed up the process. 

Remove shoes at checkpoint and place In tray for x-ray machine screening. 

All electronic items should be placed m tray outside their case for x-ray screening. 
Avoid packing foods and beverages In your check-ln baggage. When traveling to 
t he US, you have to comply with the rules a nd regulations of the U.S. Depa rtment of 
Agriculture. More information http5:/^www.usda.gov^ 

If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
Original packaging. 

If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint screenerto 
Inform them. The documentation Is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening pfocess.^ 

Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects, sporting goods,- guns and 
firearms, martial arts and self-defense Items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More informatton 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


in love with this island. Lit¬ 
tle Joey was playing on 
the beach back then and 
grew up to the man he is 
now. A man that is famous 
because Joey is one of the 
contestants in the “The Cir¬ 
cle”, Netflix’ newest reality 
based show. 

His father informs us that 
we can see Joey in fhe fi¬ 
nals of fhe show on Janu¬ 
ary 15. “The show is mak¬ 
ing its USA debut. New 
York Times, Netflix, Oprah 
Magazine and others have 
been promoting the show. 
"Big Brother" meets "Cat¬ 
fish" on this reality series 
on which not everything 
is as it seems. Comic Mi¬ 
chelle Buteau hosts the 
show that features its con¬ 
testants moving into the 
same apartment building. 
The twist is that the players 
never meet face-to-face 
during the competition, 
as each one lives in his or 
her own apartment. The 
contestants communicate 
exclusively through profiles 
created on o specially de¬ 
signed social media app. 
This anonymity allows them 
to hide their true identities 
and portray themselves 
however they choose. 
Joey lives in Hollywood 
California, Pursuing his Act¬ 
ing Career 

“Hopefully Joey mokes 


Aruba proud, he has many, 
many friends on the island, 
his second home.” 

They’re getting many Aru¬ 
ba’s residents excited see¬ 
ing one of their own ap¬ 
pearing on Netflix. 

“Dede and I will hove to 
watch the finales January 
15 in Aruba, we'll be at Bar- 
celo.” In the pictures we 
can see Joey with Sandra 
Steba when he received 
his Goodwill Ambassador 
Award and also with the 
GM Samuel Johnson. The 
last picture is with longtime 
friend Ketty Lispier. Barcelo 
and the staff hove known 
Joey since he was 3 years 
old. 

Dede and Rick fell in love 
with Aruba on their first 
visit to the island in 1991. 
For the last 28 years, they 
have been staying at what 
is now Barcelo Aruba, the 
resort has changed brands 
and names during the 
years but they stayed loyal 
to the resort. For the past 
15 years they've spent their 
vacations here four times o 
year. They bring their fam¬ 
ily, about 50 people, in 
June every year. We can 
- without a doubt - call 
them VIP Ambassadors of 
Aruba. They are of course 
very proud of Joey's ac¬ 
complishments. “He has 
the mindset of never giving 
up.”a 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1^000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 




Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Carcl BINGO | 8 Games to Ploy 

OtD (BosCd [?lfe36 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your card before noon! 





CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets^ Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskm-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lob 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Sholom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open doily 10am to 4am | Ji. Irausquin Blvd#47 
5835000 I casinoalhambraiom 


Pky RH|»iKlbf)f. Vhll wiw.9amlbl11uiHnymaus.ar9 if yatP ur »m*an« ya« kiuff hu a aantblHg ptoUam. 



Susan & Salvatore Merlngolo love Aruba’s peacefulness 


PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Richard¬ 
son of the Aruba Tourism Authority hod the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly 
visitors os Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. The 
Goodwill Ambassador certificate is presented to 
guests who visit Aruba 20 years and more con¬ 
secutively. 

“This time, I was given the wonderful pleasure 
to honor couple Susan & Salvatore Merin- 
golo whom have been visiting Aruba for over 
21 years! Their children were also present with 
them cheering them on. This honoring was of 
importance to us and brought smiles on oil their 
faces.” It is incredibly beautiful to see that Aruba 
has so many loyal visitors, and we ensure to al¬ 
ways moke them feel welcomed and appreci¬ 
ated whenever they visit us in Aruba. 

Family Merlngolo stated that they love the island 
very much, especially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, its peacefulness and beauty, our deli¬ 
cious drink water, and Aruba's warm and friendly 
people who have become like family to them. 

Richardson together with the representatives of 
the Marriott Aruba Ocean Club presented the 
certificate to the honorees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba os their favorite vacation destination and 
as their home-away-from-home.Q 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 


Get a FREE Alhambra 

T-Shirt when you earn 250 
Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players' Club cord! 

CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

offering a wide variety of Retail 
Si Dining Outlets^ Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkiti Donuts I Boskm-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique 
R-Glass [ Curated Lob 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Sholom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open doily 10am to 4am | J.L trausquin Blvd#47 
583.5000 I casinoalhambra.com 


Play Vkll WMW.9ardbl11uiHnyvTmts.arD if yau or um«orw vh ItHW hu o aanuhliiiB probhm. 



Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Here’s why: Aruba Today collect¬ 
ed some things to do BEYOND the 
beach. Yes, we know. Aruba, lo¬ 
cated 15 miles north of Venezuela 
in the warm waters of the southern 
Caribbean, is home to beautiful 
white-sand beaches, 82-degree 
days, and thus ideal for the perfect 
beach day. But we are also blessed 
with some of the warmest people 
in the world and our island is 19.6 
miles long and 6 miles across, with 
a total area of 70 square miles. Bit 
more to discover than the white 
stretch on the coastline we say. 
Let’s mention some of these hid¬ 
den gems. 

The Lighthouse 

No, you would not think ot this os 
a hidden gem. The California Light¬ 
house is actually one of the most 
known highlights in Aruba and 
many repeated guests most prob¬ 
ably took the ride uphill already. 
But, there is a significant change to 
this tower. Since September 2016 
you con climb the top. In 2015 
Foundation Monument Funds start¬ 
ed the restoration of the California 
Lighthouse. The project finished 
in September 2016 and the Light¬ 
house is now open for visitors to en¬ 


joy the beautiful view from the top. 
The construction of the California 
Lighthouse started in 1915. The 
name ‘California’ come from a 
vessel of the West Indio Company 
and Pacific Steamship Co. called 
‘Californio’ that shipwrecked in the 
area in 1891. Therefore they come 
up with the idea of building a light¬ 
house that could indicate the is¬ 
land’s eastern tip to ships with its 
light, wvw.arubalighthouse.com 
will give you more information. 

Kayak in the Mangroves 

Mangel Holto at Sovaneta is defi¬ 
nitely a place not to miss out on. 
The beautiful beach with the natu¬ 
ral mangroves is simply a beauty, 
but if you ore into a more active 
way to enjoy the nature: take a 
kayak. While you ore doing some 
workout -as it might get a little 
windy and rough-, you will see the 
island from a different perspective. 
You can even moke a stop to do 
some snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, 
it's healthy and for sure something 
else. There are several compa¬ 
nies that offer kayak tours, we had 
good experience with The Shock 
Kayak Tours Aruba, find them on 
Focebook. □ 
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After 

Super Bowl, 
sports books 
preparing 
for XFL bets 

ATLANTIC CITY, NJ. (AP) — 

While many sports fans are 
picking NFL playoff teams 
to bet on, or marshaling 
their cash for the Super 
Bowl, yet another oppor¬ 
tunity to wager on football 
is right around the corner: 
the XFL. 

Several states have al¬ 
ready authorized bets on 
the second incarnation of 
the upstart football league, 
which begins its season in 
February, shortly after the 
NFL season concludes with 
the Super Bowl. Others are 
considering doing so, and 
bookmakers say they have 
requested that regulators 
add the league to lists of 
approved betting events. 
"We're definitely interest¬ 
ed in applying to bet on 
the XFL," said Jason Scott, 
vice president of trading at 
ROAR Digital, the opera¬ 
tors of BetMGM. "We're of 
the belief that the Ameri¬ 
can sports betting public 
has an appetite for even 
more football, and that the 
XFL will help sate that de¬ 
mand." 

States that have already 
approved betting on the 
XFL include Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island and Iowa. 
Nevada says its sports 
books already are autho¬ 
rized to take XFL bets under 
existing regulations. 
Regulators in New Jersey, 
where the league’s New 
York Guardians will play, 
would not comment on 
whether they are consider¬ 
ing allowing XFL bets — or 
even whether anyone has 
asked them to. As of Thurs¬ 
day, the XFL was not listed 
on the New Jersey Division 
of Gaming Enforcement’s 
website among events au¬ 
thorized for wagering. 

Continued on Page 23 
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Nashville Predators goalie Pekka Rlnne, left celebrates with defenseman Roman Jos\, center, and center Nick Bonlno after scoring 
a goal against the Chicago Blackhawks during the third period of an NHL hockey game in Chicago, Thursday, Jan. 9, 2020. 
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Morikawa handles the wind and takes lead at Sony Open 



Collin Morikawa hits from the 11th tee during the first round of the Sony Open PGA Tour golf event, 
Thursday, Jan. 9, 2020, at Waialae Country Club in Honolulu. 


HONOLULU (AP) — The wind 
blew so hard that palm 
trees looked os though 
they were mode of rubber. 
The Pacific looked angrier 
than usual. Some of the 
sights Thursday at the Sony 
Open made it clear that 
playing golf in Hawaii was 
no vacation. 

Collin Morikawa managed 
better than everyone. He 
learned enough about the 
wind last week on Maui to 
cope with it on Oahu, get¬ 
ting through the relentless 
30 mph wind without a bo¬ 
gey for a 5-under 65 and a 
two-shot lead. 

"It's tough out here," Morika¬ 
wa said. "If you have a 20- 
foot birdie putt, you’ve got 
to factor in the wind, the 
rain, everything. So playing 
last week got me prepared 
for today in the wind, and 
I look forward to the next 
few days." 

Ryan Palmer was among 
four players at 67, with 
Marc Leishman and Corey 
Conners among those at 
68 . 

Justin Thomas, who won 
a playoff last week in Ka- 
palua, struggled early in 
the wind and had to keep 
it together for a 72. A year 
ago, that might have been 
the first step toward a 
weekend off. On this day, it 
was inside the cut line. 

Maui was hard work in the 
wind. This week might be 
worse because Waialae is 
so exposed. 

"Not exactly what you're 
looking for after a week like 
last week," Thomas said. 


"Just trying to find some¬ 
thing where it's easy to get 
in play and on the green. 
It was a grind, which was 
what last week was, so it 
was really hard to stay fo¬ 
cused. Felt like I didn't do 
a good job of that to start, 
but then played pretty well 
the last 13 or so holes." 

A year ago, Adam Svens- 
son of Canada opened 
with a 61, and all that gave 
him was a one-shot lead. 
Seventy-five players broke 
par. This year was a little 
different. Only 30 players 
broke par when play was 
suspended by darkness. 
The scoring average was 
72.04, compared with 69.64 
in the opening round last 


year. 

"It was hard work out there," 
defending champion Matt 
Kuchar said after a 69. "This 
I don't recall in a long time. 
What a challenge. The 
wind is blowing as hard as 
I recall it blowing." 

It was so strong that even 
with the tee moved forward 
on the par-3 fourth hole at 
Waialae so that it played 
162 yards, Morikawa still hit 
4-iron. It was one of his bet¬ 
ter shots, 7 feet right of the 
flag, for birdie. 

The best was his finish on 
the par-5 ninth, 504 yards 
and typically the easi¬ 
est scoring hole. His drive 
peeled to the right into a 
hurting, left-to-right wind 


Associated Press 

and found a bunker. His 
next shot caught the top 
of the lip, leaving him 189 
yards away. 

"At that point, I was trying 
to get out with par," Mori¬ 
kawa said. 

He went with a 4-iron — the 
next longest club in his bag 
is a 2-iron — and hit it so well 
the wind didn't move it. The 
ball came down about 6 
feet from the cup for his fi¬ 
nal birdie. 

Rain pounded the course 
about an hour before the 
first tee time, making the 
greens even softer. The 
wind never stopped, and 
even in sunshine, show¬ 
ers popped up out of no¬ 
where. It was not much 


different from last week on 
Maui, except it was a much 
easier walk on a relatively 
flat surface. 

Patrick Reed, who lost in a 
playoff to Thomas last week 
in the Sentry Tournament of 
Champions, was at 3 under 
midway through his back 
before dropping shots from 
the water (No. 2) and the 
sand (No. 4) and having to 
settle for a 69. 

Those who know Waialae 
well from playing so many 
years could not remember 
this much wind for so much 
of the day. 

"We’ve all probably expe¬ 
rienced wind like this at 
some point, but it’s rare," 
Zach Johnson said after a 
69. "I've not experienced it 
here." 

Morikawa can't claim to 
feel at home, even with so 
much family living on Oahu. 
He had never played Wai¬ 
alae until a practice round 
on Tuesday, but he had 
enough recent experience 
in the tropical gusts to get 
the job done. 

He didn't make everything, 
but he made the right putts 
— two birdies on par 3s, 
both par 5s and a wedge 
to 8 feet on No. 5. He also 
holed a 10-foot par putt af¬ 
ter finding a bunker left of 
the green on No. 14. 

"I think the harder condi¬ 
tions, the better for me," 
Morikawa said. "Ball-strikers 
just want to control every¬ 
thing — control the ball — 
and I had complete con¬ 
trol today. That's what you 
want to do. "□ 


Salt Lake City, Barcelona among Winter Olympic host options 


By GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
(AP) — There are already 
three possible bidders to 
host the Winter Olympics in 
the future, the IOC said Fri¬ 
day. 

Previous Winter Games 
hosts Salt Lake City and 
Sapporo have been joined 
by 1992 Summer Games 
host Barcelona, where 
temperatures rarely drop 
below 7 degrees Celsius 
(45 degrees Fahrenheit) in 
February. 

A Pyrenees-Barcelona bid 
would spread events across 


the mountain region, in¬ 
cluding Andorra, and out¬ 
side the area to find sliding 
and ski jumping venues. 

The contenders have been 
in talks about hosting a Win¬ 
ter Games in 2030, 2034 or 
even 2038, said Octavian 
Morariu, the IOC member 
heading a new panel that 
seeks future candidates. 

A new process for find¬ 
ing and choosing Olympic 
hosts began a constant, 
rolling dialogue with poten¬ 
tial bidders which can be 
chosen many years in ad¬ 
vance. Previously, a two- 
year campaign would lead 


to an IOC vote seven years 
before the games. 

Salt Lake City and Sapporo 
previously hosted Winter 
Games in 2002 and 1972, 
respectively. 

Sapporo also stepped in 
last year to host marathon 
and race walk events at 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
when the IOC decided the 
heat in August in the capi¬ 
tal would affect athlete 
safety. 

Barcelona is in talks despite 
tensions between Spain’s 
national government and 
a separatist movement in 
the Catalonia region. 


"Sport is recognized by ev¬ 
eryone as a strong reunify¬ 
ing factor," Morariu said. 
Also, South Korea was cho¬ 
sen to host the 2024 Winter 
Youth Olympics as the only 
candidate. The Gangwon 
region will use many of the 
same venues used at the 
2018 Pyeongchang Olym¬ 
pics. 

FIFA president Gianni In¬ 
fantine was elected as an 
IOC member in a 63-13 
vote with notable oppo¬ 
sition from an electorate 
which includes sports lead¬ 
ers and royal family mem¬ 
bers from Asia and Europe. 


Japanese Olympic com¬ 
mittee leader Yasuhiro 
Yamashita got only one 
"no" vote, while Internation¬ 
al Tennis Federation presi¬ 
dent David Haggerty, who 
is American, received four 
"no" votes. 

IOC members seemed to 
lack enthusiasm for explor¬ 
ing closer ties with video 
gaming in the booming eS- 
ports industry. 

"We can get taken to the 
cleaners in a major hurry 
if we're not very care¬ 
ful about this," said Dick 
Pound, the longest-serving 
IOC member. □ 
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Thunder spoil Russell Westbrook's return, routing Rockets 



Houston Rockets guard Russell Westbrook (0) defends as Oklahoma City Thunder guard Chris Paul 
(3) looks to inbound the boll during the boll during the first half of on NBA basketball game Thurs¬ 
day, Jon. 9, 2020, in Oklahoma City. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

The Oklahoma City Thun¬ 
der spoiled Russell West¬ 
brook's return. 

Westbrook scored 34 points, 
but the Thunder beat the 
Houston Rockets 113-92 on 
Thursday night. 

Westbrook was o league 
MVP and two-time scor¬ 
ing chomp tor the Thunder 
before being traded to the 
Rockets lost summer for 
Chris Paul and draft picks. 
Westbrook was the lost re¬ 
maining player from the 
team that began playing in 
Oklahoma City in 2008 af¬ 
ter leaving Seattle. 

The tons remember West¬ 
brook os the star who 
stayed otter Kevin Durant 
left for then-rival Golden 
State in 2016, and they 
showered him with appre¬ 
ciation before the game. 
There was o tribute video, 
then loud cheers as he was 
introduced with enthusi¬ 
asm, in the some manner 
os o home Thunder player. 
The crowd stood, cheered 
loudly and even chanted 
M-V-P os the announcer 
moved on to other players. 
Westbrook even ran over to 
o corner of the court and 
exhorted the crowd before 
the tip, just like he did when 
he played for the Thunder. 
Donilo Gallinori led the 
Thunder with 23 points and 
11 rebounds and Shoi Gil- 
geous-Alexonder added 
20 points. 

Houston’s James Harden 
was held to 17 on 5-for-17 
shooting. 

76ERS 109, CELTICS 98 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Josh 
Richardson scored 29 
points, Ben Simmons hod 
19 and Philadelphia won 


without injured center Joel 
Embiid, beating Boston. 
Embiid will hove surgery 
Friday for o torn ligament 
in a finger in his left hand 
and will be evaluated in 
one to two weeks. Embiid, 
averaging 23.4 points and 
12.3 rebounds in 31 gomes 
this season, tore the radial 
collateral ligament in the 
ring finger Monday night in 
o victory over Cklohoma 
City. 

Mike Scott slid into the start¬ 
ing rotation, along with 
Al Horford, Tobias Harris, 
Richardson and Simmons. 
Simmons played center at 
times and drew o charge 
on Enes Konterwith 1:45 left 
in the first quarter. 

The Celtics hod their own 
injury score when Kembo 
Walker, ejected for the 
first time in his nine-year 
NBA career a night ear¬ 
lier, sprained his left thumb. 
Walker ran into Mike Scott 
and instantly clutched 
his hand late in the sec¬ 
ond quarter. Walker, who 
scored 26 points on 10-for- 
20 shooting, tried to shake 
it off but left for the locker 
room shortly before the 
Celtics took o 55-48 lead 
into halftime. 

CAVALIERS 115, PISTONS 
112, OT 

DETROIT (AP) — Kevin 
Love mode o tiebreaking 
3-pointer with 37.9 seconds 
left in overtime and Cleve¬ 
land snapped o five-gome 
losing streak. 

On o tumultuous day for the 
Cleveland organization, 
the Cavaliers rallied from a 
13-point third-quarter defi¬ 
cit and outlasted Detroit at 
the end. Tristan Thompson 
hod 35 points and 14 re¬ 
bounds for the Cavaliers. 


Cleveland coach John 
Beilein sold earlier Thursday 
that he'd apologized for 
his comments during o film 
session the previous day. 
ESPN.com, citing unidenti¬ 
fied sources, reported that 
Beilein suggested during 
o Wednesday film session 
his players were no lon¬ 
ger playing "like a bunch 
of thugs." Beilein said he 
meant to soy "slugs" in ref¬ 
erence to the team's effort 
level. 


Andre Drummond hod 28 
points and 23 rebounds for 
Detroit. The Pistons ore with¬ 
out star forward Bloke Grif¬ 
fin, who hod surgery on his 
left knee. 

TIMBERWOLVES 116, TRAIL 
BLAZERS 102 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — An¬ 
drew Wiggins scored 23 
points, Gorgui Dieng hod 
12 points and 10 rebounds 
and Minnesota beat Port¬ 
land, 

The Timberwolves held Port¬ 


land to 13 points on 6-of- 
22 shooting in the second 
quarter, the fewest points 
the Blazers hove scored in 
o quarter this year. 

Damian Lillord led Portland 
with 20 points and eight of 
the team's 13 assists. CJ Mc¬ 
Collum and Hasson White- 
side each added 15 points. 
Minnesota was without 
star big man Karl-Anthony 
Towns for the 12th straight 
gome with o left knee 
sproin.Q 
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Rinne scores empty-net goal as Predators beat Blackhawks 



Nashville Predators right wing Viktor Arvidsson, right, celebrates with goalie Pekka Rinne otter 
scoring a goal against the Chicago Blackhawks during the tirst period of an NHL hockey game in 
Chicago, Thursday, Jon. 9, 2020. 

Associated Press 


CHICAGO (AP) — Pekka 
Rinne made 29 saves and 
scored an empty-net goal, 
and the Nashville Predators 
beat the sloppy Chicago 
Blackhawks 5-2 on Thurs¬ 
day night for John Hynes' 
first win with the team. 
Hynes became the third 
coach in franchise history 
after Peter Laviolette was 
fired on Monday. Hynes 
dropped his debut when 
Nashville lost 6-2 to Bos¬ 
ton on Tuesday night, but 
the Predators held off the 
Blackhawks in the final part 
of the third after nearly 
blowing a three-goal lead. 
Matt Duchene, Viktor Ar¬ 
vidsson and Colin Black- 
well also scored for Nash¬ 
ville, which had dropped 
five of six. Nick Bonino also 
picked up an empty-net 
goal before Rinne's shot 
from behind the Predators' 
net went in with 22 seconds 
left. 

The 37-year-old Rinne was 
mobbed by his teammates 
after his first goal and 14th 
career point in the NHL. 
Dominik Kubalik scored for 
the third straight game, but 
Chicago dropped to 1 -2 on 
its four-game homestand. 
Alex DeBrincat added a 
power-play goal in the third 
period, and Corey Craw¬ 
ford finished with 25 saves. 
BRUINS 5, JETS 4 
BOSTON (AP) — David Pas- 
trnak had a hat trick to ex¬ 
tend his point streak to 12 
games and Jake DeBrusk 
added two goals, including 
the go-ahead score in the 
third period, as Boston beat 
Winnipeg. 

It was Pastrnak's third hat 
trick this season and eighth 
of his career. He has nine 
goals and 10 assists during 
his current point streak, and 
his 35 goals overall lead the 
NHL. 

Kyle Connor, Andrew 
Copp, Neal Pionkand Mark 
Scheifele had goals for the 
Jets. Nikola] Ehlers added a 
pair of assists. 

Jets goaltender Connor 
Hellebuyck rested on the 
second night of the Jets' 
back-to-back. Backup Lau¬ 
rent Brossoit, who hadn't 
started since Dec. 23, fin¬ 
ished with 31 saves. 

Backup Jaroslav Halak also 
got the start for the Bruins. 
He stopped 17 shots. 


OILERS 4, CANADIENS 2 

MONTREAL (AP) — Alex 
Chiasson scored the go- 
ahead goal in the third 
period and the Edmonton 
extended its winning streak 
to three games, rallying to 
beat Montreal. 

Riley Sheahan, Ryan Nu- 
gent-Hopkins and Josh 
Archibald also scored for 
the Oilers, who overcame 
a two-goal deficit by scor¬ 
ing four unanswered goals, 
including three in the third 
period. Mike Smith had 35 
saves in his fourth consecu¬ 
tive start. 

Phillip Danault and Jes- 
peri Kotkaniemi scored for 
the Canadiens, who have 
dropped eight straight 
games for the second time 
this season. 

Carey Price stopped 22 
shots and fell to 3-9-1 
against Edmonton in his 
career. 

RANGERS 6, DEVILS 3 

NEW YORK (AP) — Tony 
DeAngelo recorded his first 
career hat trick and add¬ 
ed two assists as New York 
beat New Jersey. 

Artemi Panarin had a goal 
and two assists, and Jesper 
Fast and Chris Kreider also 
scored for New York. 
Kreider, Ryan Strome and 
Mika Zibanejad each had 
two-point games for the 
Rangers. Igor Shesterkin 
made 46 saves and col¬ 
lected his second NHL vic¬ 
tory in as many starts. 

Blake Coleman scored 


twice and Kevin Rooney 
added a goal for the Devils, 
who lost their third straight. 
Mackenzie Blackwood 
made 20 saves before 
being replaced by Louis 
Domingue at the start of 
the third period. Domingue 
finished with 11 saves. 
PANTHERS 5, CANUCKS 2 
SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Noel 
Acciari scored two goals 
and Sergei Bobrovsky 
made 30 saves in his first 
start in three games to lift 
Florida over Vancouver. 
Mike Hoffman, Evgenii Da- 
donov and Mark Pysyk also 
scored for Florida. Jona¬ 
than Huberdeau had two 
assists to move within one 
point of tying Olli Jokinen 
for the most in Panthers 
franchise history (419). 

Tyler Motte and Brock Boes- 
er scored for the Canucks. 
Thatcher Demko made 44 
saves. 

The Canucks lost their sec¬ 
ond in a row after winning 
seven straight, and have 
given up 14 goals in those 
two losses. 

LIGHTNING 4, COYOTES 1 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Nikita 
Kucherov had two goals, 
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 25 
saves and Tampa Bay beat 
Arizona for its ninth consec¬ 
utive victory. 

Alex Killorn and Mikhail Ser- 
gachev also scored for the 
Lightning, who are one win 
from tying the franchise 
record of 10 straight set in 
February 2019. 


Arizona's Adin Hill, making 
his fourth appearance this 
season, stopped 30 shots 
as the Coyotes' four-game 
winning streak ended. Ari¬ 
zona's top goalies, Darcy 
Kuemperand Antti Raanta, 
are out with lower-body in¬ 
juries. 

BLUES 5, SABRES 1 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Robert 
Thomas and Tyler Bozak 
each had a goal and two 
assists, and St. Louis beat 
Buffalo. 

Alexander Steen had two 
goals and an assist and 
David Perron also scored 
for the Blues, who won their 
eighth straight against the 
Sabres on home ice. Jor¬ 
dan Binnington made 18 
saves, running his record to 
21-7-4. 

Jack Eichel scored and 
Linus Ullmark made 26 
saves for the Sabres, who 
won their previous two 
games. 

FLAMES 2, WILD 1 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
Johnny Gaudreau's sec¬ 
ond-period goal was the 
winner as Calgary beat 
Minnesota. 

Derek Ryan also scored for 
the Flames, who won their 
fourth straight. Cam Talbot 
made 42 saves and picked 
up back-to-back wins. 

Mats Zuccarello scored for 
the Wild, who are 1-3-1 in 
their last five. Alex Stalock 
made 35 saves and assist¬ 
ed on Zuccarello's goal. 
STARS 3, DUCKS 0 


ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Ben 
Bishop made 27 saves in his 
33rd career shutout, and 
Roope Hintz had a goal 
and an assist in Dallas' sixth 
straight victory. 

Denis Gurianov and Al¬ 
exander Radulov scored 
power-play goals for the 
Stars, who completed a 
sweep of back-to-back 
games in Southern Califor¬ 
nia. After five consecutive 
comeback wins, Dallas 
didn't even have to rally 
for the first time during this 
streak after taking a lead in 
the first period. 

John Gibson stopped 24 
shots for the Ducks, who 
played without leading 
goal-scorer Jakob Silfver- 
berg. 

KINGS 5, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 
2 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Adrian 
Kempe scored two goals 
and Los Angeles surprised 
Vegas. 

The Kings, who entered the 
game in last place in the 
Western Conference, used 
four first-period goals to set 
the tone. Goaltender Jack 
Campbell held off the Pa¬ 
cific Division co-leading 
Golden Knights by stopping 
44 of the 46 shots he faced. 
The Golden Knights outshot 
the Kings 36-5 over the last 
two periods but were un¬ 
able to overcome the four- 
goal deficit. 

Alec Martinez, Ben Hutton 
and Tyler Toffoli also scored 
for the Kings. 

Reilly Smith and Max Pa- 
cioretty scored for Vegas. 
Malcolm Subban made 18 
saves and dropped to 6-3-1 
in his last 10. 

SHARKS 3, BLUE JACKETS 1 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 
Joe Thornton scored and 
moved into a tie for 11th 
place on the NHL's career 
list for games played as San 
Jose defeated Columbus. 
Thornton, who notched his 
second goal of the season, 
appeared in his 1,612th 
NHL game — tying him with 
Ray Bourque. 

Kevin Labanc scored a 
goal and had an assist, 
Brent Burns had a goal, and 
Aaron Dell turned back 28 
shots for the Sharks, who 
improved to 4-2-2 over their 
last eight games after go¬ 
ing 1-8-1 over their previous 
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Spain edges 
Belgium to reach 
ATP Cup semifinals 


By JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
SYDNEY (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal last a singles match 
far aniy the secand time 
since July, and was twa 
points from another defeat 
not long after that would 
have ended Spain’s run at 
the ATP Cup. 

But after losing to David 
Coffin 6-4, 7-6 (3) in the 
singles on Friday, the tap- 
ranked Nadal combined 
with Pablo Carreno Busta to 
win the deciding doubles in 
a match tiebreaker against 
Belgium. The victory just 
after 1 a.m. in Sydney put 
Davis Cup champion Spain 
into the semifinals against 
host Australia. 

"David played a great 
match. Better than me. I 
was suffering a let physi¬ 
cally taday. Was big hu¬ 
midity," Nadal said. "But at 
the same time is fair to say 
that we are in the warst po- 
sitian ta play the final eight, 
because we came from 
Perth. That's these three 
hours' time changing, dif¬ 
ferent weather conditions, 
playing against a team 
that have been here for 
the last 10 days. 

"And today we had very 
heavy canditians out there, 
so probably we had the 
worst situation possible to 
play this tie. We are super 
happy that finally we find a 
way to be in that semifinals, 
and tomorrow is another 
day." 

Second-ranked Novak 
Djokovic had a comeback 
4-6, 6-1,7-6 (4) win over De¬ 
nis Shapovalov of Canada 


to clinch a semifinal spot 
for Serbia against Russia. 
Dusan Lajavic had earlier 
beaten Felix Auger-Alias- 
sime 6-4, 6-2 and sa Djokav- 
ic's win sealed the vic¬ 
tory ahead of the doubles 
match, giving Serbia a spot 
in the semifinals. Serbia won 
the doubles to complete a 
3-0 sweep. 

The night session was see¬ 
sawing encounter until the 
end. 

Roberto Bautista Agut had 
given Spain a 1-0 lead 
when he continued his run 
of straight-set wins with a 
6-1,6-4 victory over Kimmer 
Coppejans, a late replace¬ 
ment for Belgium playing 
captain Steve Darcis. 

Nadal didn't drop a set in 
three group-stage singles 
matches in Perth in the new 
international team compe¬ 
tition, but was unable ta 
break down a free-swing¬ 
ing Coffin in Sydney. 

Fie appeared fatigued 
at times in the singles, 
and again in the doubles 
against Sander Gille and 
Joran '/liegen, dropping 
the first set in a tiebreak¬ 
er. The Belgians were two 
points from victory at 5-4 
on Busta's serve but the 
Spanish players rallied and 
got the decisive break 
when the chair umpire 
ruled that Vliegen’s racket 
encroached over the net 
as he volleyed. Spain con¬ 
verted the break with that 
point, and Nadal served 
out to level the match. 

In the end, Nadal's big-time 
experience helped Spain 
clinch the dcubles 6-7 (7), 
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Rafael Nadal of Spain reacfs to missing a shot against David Goffin of Belgium during their ATP Cup 
tennis match in Sydney, Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


7-5, 10-7. 

Nadal went into the singles 
match as the big favorite, 
having lost only one match 
— tc Alexander Zverev in 
the raund-rabin stage of 
the ATP Finals — since his 
Wimbledon semifinal loss to 
Roger Federer. 

The llth-ranked Goffin 
took it to Nadal, attacking 
at every opportunity and 
shutting down his rival's op¬ 
tions. 

"Oh, it’s always big when 
you play Rata an a big 
stadium, night session, 
you play for your country," 
Goffin said. "We were 1-0 
down, I had to step out on 
the court and try to fight, to 
show what I can do to play 
my best tennis, try to go, to 
stick to my line, try to dic¬ 
tate, be aggressive. 

"That's what I did. So a 
match like this, to win 
against Rata, it’s samething 
big, samething big far me." 
Djokovic lost a set for the 
first time in the tournament, 
but managed to hold off 
Shapovalov, controlling the 
tiebreaker after three sets 


lasting 2 1/2 hours. 

Dusan Lajovic had earlier 
beaten Felix Auger-Alias- 
sime 6-4, 6-2 and sa Djakav- 
ic’s win sealed the vic¬ 
tory ahead at the doubles 
match, giving Serbia a spot 
in the semifinals. Serbia won 
the doubles to complete a 
3-0 sweep. 

"That was so close, it could 
have gone in a different 
way easily. (Shapovalov) 
was playing terrific tennis," 
Djckovic said. "It felt, not a 
little bit, fully like I'm playing 
at hame." 

Djakovic, who has wan a 
recard seven Australian 
Open men's singles titles, 
went 3-0 in the group stage 
in Brisbane. 

"I'm mean, Brisbane we had 
amazing support — but this 
has taken it to a different 
level," Djokovic said. "All 
the Serbian peaple came 
out today." 

The constant chants and 
even a burst of trumpet 
from the flag-waving Ser¬ 
bian fans certainly helped 
Djokovic. The 16-time major 
champion reveled in the 


team environment, with his 
teammates and coaches 
an the side of the court, 
and the echa of "Nole, 
Nole, Nole" going around 
the stadium. 

Shapavalov complained 
about the noise made as 
he served a double-fault 
to fall behind 4-0 in the tie¬ 
breaker, and the umpire 
asked the crowd to keep 
quiet during the service 
motion. 

He was agitated during the 
match but didn't complain 
later, saying he was getting 
mare comfartable taking 
an Djokavic and the ether 
top players. 

"With my confidence right 
now, with my game, I really 
feel that I can take it to any¬ 
one, and I feel like against 
anyone I have a chance 
to win," Shapovalov said. 
"Taday again, it's another 
step for me, showing me 
that I'm right there with 
these guys. Hanestly, I was 
a cauple paints away from 
taking the match. So, yeah, 
I think I'm at a really good 
position."Q 


Williams and Wozniacki reach Auckland semifinals 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — Serena Williams and 
Caroline Wozniacki both 
advanced tc the singles 
semifinals at the ASB Classic 
an Friday, then extended 
their first-time partnership 
tc reach the doubles final. 
Williams beat Laura Siege- 
mund 6-4, 6-3 and Wozni¬ 
acki defeated two-time 
defending champion Ju¬ 


lia Goerges 6-1, 6-4 in the 
quarterfinals. 

Both players will face 
American opponents in 
the semifinals cn Saturday; 
Wozniacki will play Jessica 
Pegula and Williams will 
play Amanda Anisimcva. 
Williams and Wozniacki 
then combined to beat 
Kristen Flipkens and Alison 
van Uytvanck 7-6 (9), 6-2 


to reach their first doubles 
final. The pair, close friends, 
are playing doubles to¬ 
gether for the first time in 
their careers. 

Wczniacki will retire after 
the Australian Open and, 
with Williams, snatched the 
last chance of their long 
careers to play doubles. 
Friday's results raise the pos¬ 
sibility the pair will meet in 


the singles final on Sunday, 
then will have to combine 
in the doubles final. 

"I've dene it before with my 
sister (Venus) and we're still 
really cicse sc I'm sure me 
and Carcline will still be su¬ 
per close," Williams said. 
Williams had to overcome 
a swirling wind on center 
court to come from a break 
down in the second set to 


beat Siegemund. She was 
able to step up on crucial 
points, converting three of 
her five break paints. 
Siegemund, who beat 
American teenager Ccco 
Gauff in the secend round, 
stretched Williams with her 
variety and placement but 
couldn't match the 23-time 
Grand Slam champion's 
power from the baseline.Q 
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More quarterbacks are using their hands to catches passes 



In this Feb. 4, 2018, file photo, Philadelphia Eagles' Nick Foies catches a touchdown pass during 
the first half of the NFL Super Bowl 52 football game against the New England Patriots, in Minne¬ 
apolis. 

Associated Press 


By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Tom Brady tried it. Nick 
Foies pertected it. More 
quarterbacks are daing it. 
Catching passes isn't just 
tar wide receivers, tight 
ends and running backs 
anymore. Coaches aren't 
shy abaut drawing up trick 
plays that let quarterbacks 
use their hands for more 
than throwing a football. 
Foies has the most famous 
catch of all because it 
came in the Super Bowl in 
Philadelphia's 41-33 victary 
aver New England an Feb. 
4, 2018. 

Fales lined up in the shat- 
gun farmatian, faked call¬ 
ing an audible an the play 
and moved up and over 
to act like he was alerting 
the offensive linemen of a 
new play. Running back 
Corey Clement took the 
snap instead, rolled to his 
left and pitched the ball ta 
tight end Trey Burton, who 
caught it earning aft the 
end, ran a few steps and 
floated a pass to Foies in 
the end zone for a 1-yard 
touchdown that gave the 
Eagles a 22-12 halftime 
lead. 

The play was called the 
"Philly Special" and it'll be 
remembered as one of the 
gutsiest calls in sparts his- 
tary. 

"Everybody except the Phil¬ 
adelphia Eagles thaught I 
finally came to my senses 
and was going to kick a 
field goal in that spot," Ea¬ 
gles coach Doug Pederson 
recalled. "It was the right 


mament, right time, perfect 
situation." 

Earlier in that game, Brady 
failed to make an over-the- 
shoulder catch on a pass 
from Danny Amendola. 

The Eagles didn't wait long 
to try it again. Fales caught 
a pass tram wide receiver 
Nelson Agholor in Week 1 
the following season. 

Josh Allen was the latest 
quarterback to do it, mak¬ 
ing a 16-yard TD reception 
on a wobbly toss from John 
Brown that gave Buffalo a 
7-0 lead last Saturday in a 
22-19 overtime loss at Hous¬ 
ton in an AFC wild-card 
playoff game. 

Allen handed the ball ta 
Brown on an end-araund, 
slipped out into the sec¬ 


ondary and was wide apen 
down the left sideline de¬ 
spite having to slow down 
to make the catch. Then 
he was flipped into the end 
zone. 

The Detroit Lions ran the 
same play a week earlier 
in a 23-20 loss to Green Bay 
to end the regular seasan. 
David Blaugh was wide 
open to catch a 19-yard TD 
pass from Amendola. 

It doesn't work every time, 
however. 

The Vikings tried it against 
Green Bay in Week 16 with 
a 10-6 lead early in the sec¬ 
ond quarter. On a third- 
and-4 from the Packers 42, 
Kirk Ccusins handed off to 
Dalvin Cook going left on 
a sweep. Cook pitched it 


back tc Stefon Diggs going 
right. 

Diggs was under some 
pressure, never set his feet 
and badly overthrow Cous¬ 
ins, who was open but not 
fast enough to come close 
to running it down. 

Deshaun Watson caught a 
6-yard TD pass tram wide- 
out DeAndre Hopkins in a 
28-22 win over New Eng¬ 
land on Dec. 1. But Wat¬ 
son's came on a forward 
pitch on an option play. 
Taysom Hill had 21 catches, 
including seven TDs for New 
Orleans this season. But he 
was lined up as a wide re¬ 
ceiver cr tight end on those 
plays. 

Andy Dalton, Jacoby Bris- 
sett and Jeff Driskel were 


the only other quarterbacks 
to catch passes in 2019 but 
their receptions came on 
tipped balls they threw. 

In 2018, Matt Ryan and 
Ryan Tannehill had TD 
catches. Ryan made an 
over-the-shoulder grab an 
Mahamed Sanu's thraw far 
a 5-yard TD far Atlanta. 
Tannehill was well-covered 
on a 3-yard TD catch from 
Kenny Stills but tumbled 
into the end zone. 

Brady bounced back from 
his drop in the Super Bowl 
and caught a jump pass 
tram Julian Edelman in No¬ 
vember 2018 but tripped 
and fell befare gaining a 
first down. Brady had a 36- 
yard catch from Amendola 
against Philadelphia in De¬ 
cember 2015. 

All of these plays began 
in shotgun formation be¬ 
cause quarterbacks aren't 
eligible to catch passes if 
they line up under center. 
Mast of the plays invalve 
someane earning araund 
the end and same include 
a dcuble pitch. 

Chicago's Chase Daniel 
had an 8-yard catch on a 
different type of play last 
season. Daniel threw a 
backward pass to Anthony 
Miller lined up wide to his 
right. Daniel then ran out 
and caught Miller's return 
throw. Drew Brees once 
caught a TD pass from La- 
Dainian Tomlinson for the 
San Diego Chargers. Joe 
Flacco, Russell Wilson, Mar¬ 
cus Mariota and Blake Bor- 
tles also have made catch¬ 
es in recent years.Q 



In this April 30, 2019, file photo, Boston Red Sox's Mookie Betts 
smiles os he crosses home plate on his solo home run off Oak¬ 
land Athletics starting pitcher Aaron Brooks in the first inning of 
a baseball game at Fenway Park in Boston. 

Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — Outfielder tract with the Bosten Red 
Mockie Betts agreed Fri- Sax, the largest ane-year 
day to a $27 million con- salary for an arbitration- 


Betts agrees to record $27 
million deal with Red Sox 


eligible player. 

Outfielder Jackie Bradley 
Jr. also agreed to an $11 
million deal, ensuring Bos¬ 
ton will avoid salary arbi¬ 
tration with two of its big¬ 
gest stars. 

Betts' deal topped the $26 
million agreement last win¬ 
ter for third baseman No¬ 
lan Arenada, which led to 
negotiations for a $260 mil¬ 
lion, eight-year deal. 

A four-time All-Star and 
four-time Gold Glove win¬ 
ner, Betts is eligible for free 


agency after this season. 
He was voted the Ameri¬ 
can League MVP in 2018, 
when he hit a major 
league-leading .346 with 
32 hamers and 80 RBIs, 
then helped the Red Sax 
to the World Series title. He 
hit .295 last season with 29 
homers and 80 RBIs. 
Bradley is knawn for his 
spectacular plays in the 
outfield, but his bat has 
been a liability at times. He 
is streaky, hitting .315 with 
five homers and 14 RBIs in 


June but just .225 for the 
season as a whole, with 21 
homers and 62 RBIs. He led 
the league in putouts and 
assists as a center fielder. 
Besten aisc acquired right¬ 
hander Austin Brice from 
the Miami Marlins in ex¬ 
change far minar league 
shartstap Angeudis Santas. 
Infielder Marco Hernandez 
was designated for assign¬ 
ment. 

Brice, a 27-year-old relief 
pitcher, had a 3.43 ERA in 
36 games last season.Q 
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Baylor ends No. 1 UConn's 
98-game home win streak 
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Connecticut coach Geno Auriemma, left, is held back by as¬ 
sociate head coach Chris Dailey, right, as he argues a call dur¬ 
ing the first half of the team's NCAA college basketball game 
against Baylor, Thursday, Jan. 9, 2020, in Hartford, Conn. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 

Kim Mulkey and Baylor are 
making a habit of ending 
UConn's streaks. 

Ted Cooper scored 27 
points and No. 6 Baylor 
used a dominant fourth 
quarter to beat top-ranked 
UConn 74-58 on Thursday 
night, ending the Huskies' 
98-game home winning 
streak. 

It was the second consec¬ 
utive year that the Lady 
Bears ended a long UCo¬ 
nn run. Last season, Baylor 
stopped the Huskies' 126- 
game regular-season win¬ 
ning streak. 

"We just happen to be the 
team that beat them. Not 
anymore than that. Streaks 
are made to be broken," 
Mulkey said. 

UConn fell one victory short 
of tying its own NCAA re¬ 
cord of 99 in a row at home. 
The Huskies previous loss at 
home came in the Big East 
final against Notre Dame 
on March 12, 2013. The 
defeat on Thursday was 
the worst for UConn since 
a 23-point defeat to LSU 
in the regional final of the 
2007 NCAA Tournament. 


"It hurts because that spans 
from three other teams," 
UConn senior guard Crystal 
Dangerfield said. 

It was the worst home loss 
since Dec. 5, 2005, when 
UConn lost to North Caro¬ 
lina by 23 points. 

Baylor (12-1) led by three 
going into the fourth quar¬ 
ter and neither team could 
get much going on offense 
in the first few minutes of 
the final period. The Hus¬ 
kies cut the deficit to one 
on Christyn Williams'jumper 
with 6:36 left. Then the de¬ 
fending notional champi¬ 
ons took over. 

The Lady Bears responded 
with the next 15 points to 
put the gome away. The 
run started on o layup by 
Lauren Cox and two bas¬ 
kets by Nolysso Smith. Smith 
finished with 20 points and 
12 rebounds. 

"We went on o run and they 
just missed some shots," 
Mulkey said. ""We didn't do 
anything differently in the 
fourth quarter. Fatigue set 
in, or our defense was that 
good in the fourth quarter. 
We're going to guard you 
man. Don't think there was 
any secret about that. I'd 
like to tell you we mode o 


change and I was o ge¬ 
nius." 

UConn (12-1) didn't score o 
basket otter Williams' jump¬ 
er until Dangerfield hit o 
3-pointer in the final minute 
and the gome decided. 
Williams hod 21 points to 
lead the Huskies. 

This was UConn's first real 
test of the season. Since 
2007, the Huskies (12-1) 
hove played of least one 
team ranked in the top 
five before the New Year. 
This season the only ranked 
opponent before Thursday 
that UConn has faced was 
then-No. 16 DePoul. 

"You know we hove o re¬ 
ally young team young in 
terms of being able to ploy 
in this kind of gome," UCo¬ 
nn coach Geno Auriemma 
said. 'They don't know how 
to ploy in this kind of gome. 
... Fourth quarter we got 
four stops in o row and we 
come out empty handed 
in oil four possessions. Hod 
we scored in three of those 
possessions, we might hove 
won the gome." 

While UConn hadn't been 
tested this season until this 
gome, Baylor suffered its 
only loss of the season in 
the Paradise Jam Tourna¬ 


ment over Thanksgiving to 
then-No. 5 South Carolina. 
Baylor was up 33-25 late in 
the second quarter when 
UConn coach Geno Au¬ 
riemma called o timeout. 
The Huskies responded by 
scoring the next nine points 
before Baylor hit the lost 
basket before the holt to 
take o 35-34 lead into the 


break. 

The Lady Bears extended 
that lead to 55-52 otter 
three quarters. The Huskies 
hod o chance to moke 
it o one-point gome, but 
Walker missed o layup with 
o few seconds left. Auriem¬ 
ma slammed the scorers 
table with both hands in 
disgust otter she missed it.Q 



In this Nov. 18, 2019, file photo, patrons visit the sports betting 
area of Twin River Casino in Lincoln, R.l. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 

Several sports books, how¬ 
ever, soy they hove asked 
New Jersey for permission 
to offer XFL bets. 

Delaware has decided not 
to authorize XFL bets, at 
least to start the season. 

"As of now, we're kind of 
reticent to jump into that 
because some of the rules 
ore kind of crazy," said Ver¬ 
non Kirk, director of the Del¬ 
aware Lottery. He said the 
state's risk managers decid¬ 
ed XFL ploy will be too un¬ 
predictable, but left open 
the possibility of reversing 
that stance as the season 
progresses. 

The XFL's rules differ from 
the NFL's in several ways, in¬ 
cluding the option to seek 
1,2 or 3 points from the 2, 5 
or lO-yord line otter scoring 
o touchdown. The XFL will 
also allow a team to throw 
two forward passes on the 
some ploy os long os both 
happen behind the line of 


scrimmage. 

The XFL did not respond 
to numerous phone and 
email messages seeking 
comment this week. 

But on Monday it an¬ 
nounced o deal with Lon- 
don-based Genius Sports 
to monitor betting activity 
on XFL gomes and worn of 
any suspicious activity. 
"Sports betting is growing 
rapidly in the U.S. and we 
are gearing up to be o 
good citizen and thought¬ 
ful participant in the mar¬ 
ketplace," Jeffrey Pollack, 
the XFL's president and 
chief operating officer, said 
in o press release. "Our al¬ 
liance with Genius Sports is 
on important first step and 
foundational element." 
After o one-ond-done sea¬ 
son in 2001, the league 
owned by World Wrestling 
Entertainment president 
Vince McMahon will try 
again starting Feb. 8. 

The eight-team league 


will hove its championship 
gome in April. It has fran¬ 
chises in Dallas, Houston, 
Los Angeles, New York, St. 
Louis, Seattle, Tempo Boy 
and Washington. 

No one expects the XFL 
to generate the amount 
of bets that the NFL does. 
A more likely comparison 
might be lost year's ill-fated 
Alliance of American Foot¬ 
ball (AAF), which folded 
before completing its inau¬ 
gural season. 

Numerous sports books ex¬ 
pect to offer action on the 
league once state regula¬ 
tors approve, but ore mod¬ 
est in their expectations of 
the money it will generate. 
"Looking bock at lost year's 
eight weeks with the AAF, 
we sow that there was 
some interest in betting on 
football in the early spring, 
but it is of course not com¬ 
parable to the NFL or col¬ 
lege football," said Mottios 
Stetz, chief operating of¬ 


ficer of Rush Street Inter¬ 
active, which operates 
BetRivers.com and Ploy- 
Sugarhouse.com os well os 
retail sportsbooks in Penn¬ 
sylvania, Indiana and New 
York. "I think we con expect 
similar numbers for the XFL." 
"We hove solid hopes 
for the XFL," said Patrick 


Eichner, o spokesman for 
PointsBet. "NFL gomes obvi¬ 
ously generate the majority 
of action for U.S. operators, 
so given the American ap¬ 
petite for football, we ex¬ 
pect o reasonable turnover 
for XFL. Not comparable 
to NFL, but it still should be 
decent."G 
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Facebook again refuses to ban political ads, even false ones 





This Jan. 17, 2017, file photo shows a Facebook logo at Station F in Paris. 

Associated Press 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY and 

MAE ANDERSON 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Despite escalating pressure 
ahead ot the 2020 presi¬ 
dential election, Facebook 
reaffirmed its freewheeling 
policy on political ads Thurs¬ 
day, saying it won't ban 
them, won't fact-check 
them and won't limit how 
they con be targeted to 
specific groups of people. 
Instead, Facebook said it 
will offer users slightly more 
control over how many 
political ads they see and 
moke its online library of po¬ 
litical ods easier to browse. 
These steps appear unlike¬ 
ly to assuage critics — in¬ 
cluding politicians, activ¬ 
ists, tech competitors and 
some of the company's 
own rank-and-file employ¬ 
ees — who say that Face- 
book has too much power 
and that social medio is 
warping democracy and 
undermining elections. 

And Focebook's stance 
stands in contrast to what 
its rivals are doing. Google 
has decided to limit target¬ 
ing of political ods, while 
Twitter is banning them out¬ 
right. 

"Today's announcement 
is more window dressing 
around their decision to al¬ 
low paid misinformation," 
said Bill Russo, o campaign 
spokesman for Democratic 


presidential candidate Joe 
Biden. 

Social medio companies 
hove been trying to tackle 
misinformation since it was 
learned that Russians bank¬ 
rolled thousands of fake 
political ods during the 
2016 elections to sow dis¬ 
cord among Americans. 
The fears go beyond for¬ 
eign interference. In recent 
months, Facebook, Twitter 
and Google refused to re¬ 
move o misleading video 
od from President Donald 
Trump's campaign that tar¬ 


geted Biden. 

Facebook has repeatedly 
insisted it won't fact-check 
political ods. CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg has argued 
that "political speech is 
important" and that Face- 
book doesn't wont to inter¬ 
fere with it. Critics soy that 
stance gives politicians a 
license to lie. 

TV stations and networks 
aren't required to fact- 
check ods either, but social 
medio gives candidates 
o certain advantage: the 
ability to "microtarget" their 


ads. 

For instance, they can use 
information gleaned from 
voter rolls, such as political 
affiliation, and try to reach 
just those people. Or they 
can narrow the target au¬ 
dience to those who have 
shown interest in guns, 
abortion or immigration, 
based on what the user 
has read or talked about 
on Facebook. Candidates 
might even show one ad to 
young Democratic women 
interested in both gun con¬ 
trol and climate change. 


and a different ad to ev¬ 
eryone else. 

Google, the digital ods 
leader, decided in Novem¬ 
ber to limit politicol-od tar¬ 
geting to just three brood 
categories — sex, age and 
location, such os ZIP code. 
Under Google's policy, 
candidates would be free 
to show immigration ods 
next to immigration-related 
stories only; they wouldn't 
be able to show ods to 
just Democrats or Repub¬ 
licans, or target people 
specifically interested in 
immigration when they're 
reading about baseball or 
Beyonce. 

Google said that approach 
aligns its policies with those 
of other medio such os 
print, TV and radio. 

Jason Kint, CEO of Digi¬ 
tal Content Next, o trade 
group that represents digi¬ 
tal publishers, said Google's 
bon on microtargeting is 
much better than Face- 
book's permissive stance. 
Making sure ods reach o 
wider, more diverse group 
of people con enable the 
public and the press to see, 
debate and correct claims 
in them, he said. 

"Sunlight is the best disinfec¬ 
tant," he said. 

Facebook said in o blog 
post Thursday that it con¬ 
sidered limiting microtar¬ 
geting for political ods. □ 


Google legal chief leaving amid sexual misconduct troubles 



In this Dec. 3, 2009 file photo, David Drummond, Senior Vice 
President and Chief Legal officer of Google, addresses the 62nd 
World Newspaper Congress In Hyderabad, India. 

Associated Press 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 

David Drummond, the le¬ 
gal chief of Google par¬ 
ent company Alphabet, is 
leaving of the end of the 
month, following accusa¬ 
tions of inappropriate rela¬ 
tionships with employees. 
Alphabet did not give o 
reason for Drummond's de¬ 
parture in o short regula¬ 
tory filing Friday. 

The company said in No¬ 
vember that its board was 
investigating sexual mis¬ 
conduct coses against 
executives. Claims against 
Drummond were included 
in the investigations. 
Thousands of Google em¬ 
ployees walked out of 
work in 2018 to protest the 
company's handling of 
sexual misconduct claims. 


The board investigation fol¬ 
lowed lawsuits brought by 
shareholders otter reports 
of sexual harassment at 
Google received notional 
attention. 

Lost August, o former 


Google employee, Jenni¬ 
fer Blakely, published o re¬ 
port of her relationship with 
Drummond. Drummond 
has acknowledged o re¬ 
lationship with Blakely. But 
in o statement at the time. 


he said he "never started" 
o relationship with anyone 
else at Alphabet. 

The company said Drum¬ 
mond is not getting on 
exit package as port of his 
departure. Flis compensa¬ 
tion package for 2018 was 
worth $47 million, making 
him one of the company's 
highest-paid employees, 
according to regulatory fil¬ 
ings. 

In o memo sent to employ¬ 
ees, Drummond said that 
with founders Lorry Page 
and Sergey Brin "now leav¬ 
ing their executive roles at 
Alphabet, the company is 
entering on exciting new 
phase, and I believe that 
it's also the right time for me 
to moke way for the next 
generation of leaders." 

Fie did not mention the 


misconduct allegations. 
Drummond said Page and 
Brin asked for his help more 
than 20 years ago when 
what became Google 
and Alphabet was just on 
unincorporated startup. 
Drummond joined Google 
full time in 2002 and was 
named chief legal officer 
in 2006. 

Drummond's departure 
comes os Alphabet, like 
other big tech companies, 
faces regulatory presures 
around the world. Lost 
March, Europe's antitrust 
regulators ordered it to pay 
1.49 billion euros ($1.7 bil¬ 
lion) for freezing out rivals in 
the online advertising busi¬ 
ness. It also faces antitrust 
probes in the U.S. os law¬ 
makers question its power 
and dominance. □ 
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U.S. adds 145,000 jobs; unemployment holds at 3.5% 



In this Sept. 18, 2019, tile photo people stand in line to inquire about jobs available at the Bean 
Automotive Group during a Job tair In Miami. On Friday, Jan. 10, 2020, the U.S. government issues 
the December jobs report. 

Associated Press 


By JOSH BOAK 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

employers downshifted on 
hiring in December, adding 
145,000 jobs, with steady 
spending by Americans 
continuing to steer eco¬ 
nomic growth heading 
into a presidential election 
year. 

The Labor Department said 
Friday that the unemploy¬ 
ment rate held at 3.5% for 
the second straight month, 
prolonging a half-century 
low. Hiring slipped after ro¬ 
bust gains of 256,000 in No¬ 
vember there were caused 
in part by the one-off end 
of a strike at General Mo¬ 
tors. 

"We're starting 2020 in very 
good shape," said Gus Fau- 
cher, chief economist at 
PNC Financial Services. "We 
should see continued eco¬ 
nomic expansion through¬ 
out 2020 driven by consum¬ 
ers." 

The state of the job mar¬ 
ket has become a pivotal 
division between President 
Donald Trump and his Dem¬ 
ocratic challengers. Trump 
can campaign on the low 
unemployment rate and 
job growth as he seeks a 
second term. Democrats, 
seeking to oust him, will 
point to wages that have 
not taken off in a mean¬ 
ingful for many Americans 
coping with highs costs for 
medical care and higher 


education. 

Job growth has failed so far 
to translate into substan¬ 
tially better hourly pay. The 
pace of annual average 
wage growth slowed in De¬ 
cember to 2.9% from 3.3% 
a year ago, a possible sign 
that there is still room for ad¬ 
ditional job gains despite 
the decade-plus expansion 
that has reduced the num¬ 
ber of unemployed Ameri¬ 
cans. There is also the po¬ 
tential that wages jumped 
in January as many states 
adjusted their minimum 


wages. 

Some businesses in com¬ 
petitive industries are al¬ 
ready taking steps to pre¬ 
pare for wage competition 
this year. The Big Blue Swim 
School based in Chicago 
vies with day cares, learn¬ 
ing centers and gyms for 
its instructors. The chain has 
five sites employing on av¬ 
erage 30 people and plans 
to open five more schools 
this year and 17 in 2021. But 
it had to dramatically boost 
wages in order to attract 
staff for that expansion. 


"We gave all of our front¬ 
line employees a 10% or 
11% raise because of the 
fear we have about the 
wage pressures in the 
economy," said CEO Chris 
Kenny. "We can't meet our 
business goal without great 
staff." 

The U.S. economy added 
2.1 million jobs last year, 
down from gains of nearly 
2.7 million in 2018. Hiring 
may have slowed because 
the number of unemployed 
people seeking work has 
fallen by 540,000 people 


over the past year to 5.75 
million. With fewer unem¬ 
ployed people hunting for 
jobs, there is a potential 
limit on job gains. 

The steady hiring growth 
during the expansion has 
contributed to gains in 
consumer spending. Re¬ 
tail sales during the crucial 
holiday shopping improved 
3.4% compared to the prior 
year, according to Master¬ 
card SpendingPulse. This 
likely contributed to a surge 
of hiring in retail as that sec¬ 
tor added 41,200 jobs in 
December. 

The leisure and hospital¬ 
ity sector — which includes 
restaurants and hotels — 
added another 40,000 jobs. 
Health care and social as¬ 
sistance accounted 33,900 
new jobs. 

Still, the report suggests a 
lingering weakness in man¬ 
ufacturing. 

Factories shed 12,000 jobs 
in December, after the end 
of the GM strike produced 
gains of 58,000 in Novem¬ 
ber. Manufacturing com¬ 
panies added just 46,000 
jobs in all of 2019. 
Manufacturing struggled 
last year because of trade 
tensions between the 
United States and China 
coupled with slower global 
economic growth. Safety 
problems at Boeing have 
also hurt orders for aircraft 
and parts.Q 


2014 Fed conundrum: How to alert markets rates were going up 



In this Aug. 14, 2019, file photo former Fed Chair Janet Yellen 
speaks with FOX Business Network guest anchor Jon Hilsenrath 
in the Fox Washington bureau in Washington. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In her 

first year as Federal Reserve 
chair, Janet Yellen presid¬ 
ed over a policy panel di¬ 
vided over the issue of how 
much longer the central 
bank could afford to keep 
its benchmark interest rate 
at a record low, and how 
to prepare financial mar¬ 
kets for the start of rate 
hikes. 

According to transcripts 
of the Fed's discussions re¬ 
leased Friday, Yellen and 
the majority of the panel 
debated the reasons that 
inflation remained stub¬ 
bornly below the Fed's 2% 
target even as unemploy¬ 
ment kept falling. 

The transcripts showed Fed 
officials struggling to adopt 
a modest change in word¬ 


ing to their policy state¬ 
ment at the December 
2014 meeting. They sought 
to alert financial markets 
— without causing alarm — 
that the Fed might start rais¬ 
ing its key policy rate in 2015 
after keeping that rate at a 
record low near zero since 
the depths of financial crisis 
in December 2008. 

The committee ended up 
splitting the difference by 
saying that it planned to 
be "patient" with its start 
to rate hikes. But to guard 
against a market overreac¬ 
tion, the panel decided to 
emphasize that this change 
in wording was "consis¬ 
tent" with the Fed's previ¬ 
ous statements that said it 
planned to keep rates at 
their current low "for a con¬ 


siderable time." 

The committee approved 
this change on a 7-3 vote, a 
highly unusual split for such 
a relatively modest change 
in the policy statement. 
One of the dissenters, Rich¬ 
ard Fisher, then president 
of the Fed's Dallas regional 
bank, argued in the meet¬ 
ing that he believed im¬ 
provements in the econ¬ 
omy's performance since 
October had moved for¬ 
ward the timing of when 
the Fed would need to start 
raising interest rates. Rich¬ 
ard Plosser, then head of 
the Philadelphia Fed and 
another dissenter, object¬ 
ed to using any wording 
that linked the first rate hike 
to a passage of time, given 
the improvements already 


being seen in the econo¬ 
my. 

By contrast, Narayana Ko- 
cherlakota, then head of 
the Minneapolis Fed, said 


by signaling possible rate 
hikes, the central bank was 
putting at risk the credibility 
of its stated goal of achiev¬ 
ing 2% inflation.^ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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MIT warns 
foreign 
students of 
possible 
visits from 
ICE 

By COLLIN BINKLEY 
AP Education Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — The Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute ot Tech- 
nolagy is warning interna¬ 
tional students that tederal 
immigration officials may 
visit their work sites to verify 
that their employment is di¬ 
rectly related to their stud¬ 
ies. 

School officials sent a 
memo to faculty on Thurs¬ 
day saying the Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security 
has been making site visits 
to employers of foreign stu¬ 
dents in science, technolo¬ 
gy, engineering and moth 
fields. The school is notify¬ 
ing students separately 
and telling them what to 
expect from the visits. 

MIT spokeswoman Kimber¬ 
ly Allen said the memo was 
not prompted by any visit 
to the institute. 

Immigration officials an¬ 
nounced lost year they 
would begin workplace 
visits for some students par¬ 
ticipating in the federal 
Optional Practical Training 
program. The program al¬ 
lows those with student vi¬ 
sas to take temporary jobs 
related to their academic 
studies. Students in STEM 
fields can get their visas ex¬ 
tended by two years, while 
others can get one-year 
extensions. 

MIT joins other universities 
cautioning students about 
the possibility of the visits. 
Schools including the Uni¬ 
versity of Pennsylvania and 
Duke University issued simi¬ 
lar notices last August. 

A Homeland Security 
website says the visits are 
meant to “reduce the po¬ 
tential for abuses” of the 
visa extension. 

It says employers will be 
given notice of visits 48 
hours in advance unless 
the visit is tied to o com¬ 
plaint or other evidence of 
noncomplionce.Q 
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FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Presidental unit available:1317 
week 1,2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 
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FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Presidental unit available: 1511 
week 2, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
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beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 
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email: 
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Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 ($16k); 
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Week 7/1308; 7&8/1408 
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Week 8/1113; 8/1409 
($17k/Wk.); 

Weeks 9-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 


IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


[PHARMACY ON DUTYl 

Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


[OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Biood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Waik-in Doctor’s Ciinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Poiice 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicoias 584 5000 

Poiice Tipiine 11141 
Ambuiancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airiines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Biue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



January 11 

AIDAPerla 
Seabourn Sojourn 
January 14 
Explorer of the Seas 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


[General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Program meant to curb repeat hospital stays falls big test 



In this undated photo provided by Camden Coalition, its staff members discuss patient engage¬ 
ment. 

Associated Press 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

Researchers thought they 
hod a way to keep hard- 
to-treat patients from con¬ 
stantly returning to the hos¬ 
pital and racking up big 
medical bills. Health work¬ 
ers visited homes, went 
along to doctor appoint¬ 
ments, made sure medi¬ 
cines were available and 
tackled social problems in¬ 
cluding homelessness, ad¬ 
diction and mental health 
issues. 

Readmissions seemed to 
drop. The program looked 
so promising that the fed¬ 
eral government and the 
MacArthur Foundation 
gave big bucks to expand 
it beyond Camden, New 
Jersey, where it started. 

But a more robust study 
released Wednesday re¬ 
vealed it was a stunning 
failure on its main goal: Re¬ 
admission rates did decline, 
but by the some amount os 
for o comparison group of 
similar patients not in the 
costly program. 

"There's real concern that 
the response to this would 
be to just throw up our 
arms" and say nothing can 
be done to help these so- 
called frequent fliers of the 
medical system, said study 
leader Amy Finkelstein. 
Instead, researchers need 
to seek better solutions and 
test them as rigorously os 
new drugs, said Finkelstein, 
of the Massachusetts Insti¬ 
tute of Technology and the 
National Bureau of Eco¬ 
nomic Research. 

Federal grants and re¬ 
search groups at MIT paid 
for the study, which was 
published in the New Eng¬ 
land Journal of Medicine. 
Just 5% of the U.S. popula¬ 
tion accounts for half of 
health care spending, and 
hospitalization is a big part. 
A decade ago. Dr. Jeff 
Brenner started working 


with hospitals in Camden, 
a city with high poverty 
and crime rates, to identify 
people who go to hospitals 
frequently and target them 
with special services. He 
won o MacArthur genius 
grant for the work, and fed¬ 
eral grants expanded the 
program to Aurora, Colo¬ 
rado; Kansas City, Missouri; 
Allentown, Pennsylvania; 
and San Diego. The govern¬ 
ment also paid for a study 
to see if it truly worked. 

The study enrolled 800 hos¬ 
pitalized Camden patients 
with at least two other ad¬ 
missions in the previous six 
months and at least two 
of these conditions: home¬ 
lessness, drug use, a men¬ 
tal health problem, trouble 
accessing services, lack of 
social support or use of five 
or more medicines. 

Half were given usual care 
when they left the hospi¬ 
tal. The rest were enrolled 
in Brenner’s program with 


nurses, social workers and 
others coordinating their 
care for three months. Pa¬ 
tients received seven to 
eight home visits and nine 
phone calls on average. 
The effort cost about $5,000 
per patient. 

Six months later, the re¬ 
admission rate was 62% 
in both groups, and there 
was no difference in total 
health care spending. 
Researchers don’t know 
what usual care was for 
the comparison group. If 


Mexico proposed joint 
goals for science, space, 
tourism and sustainability 
for the region's nations at 
the meeting Wednesday 
of The Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean 
States. Twenty-nine repre¬ 
sentatives of the 31-nation 
body met in Mexico City. 
Marcelo Ebrard, Mexico’s 
foreign minister, said he 
wants to keep the body 
on a track of cooperation, 
rather than the same old 
political debates that have 
dominated other regional 
meetings. 

"It has been some time 


that suddenly improved, it 
could explain why the pro¬ 
gram failed to prove bet¬ 
ter. 

However, two key goals 
of the program — a home 
visit and a trip to a health 
provider within a week 
of leaving the hospital — 
were met for only 28% of 
participants. Homelessness 
and lack of a telephone 
were big reasons, and the 
program more recently has 
worked harder to get peo¬ 
ple into stable housing. 


since we met," Ebrard said. 
"It was very difficult to even 
meet, because of the po¬ 
litical polarization. 

"We are not going to dis¬ 
cuss the same political is¬ 
sues that are discussed in 
all the (regional) forums, 
because there are other 
platforms for that, for that 
there is the Organization of 
American States, the U.N." 
Ebrard proposed a 14-point 
cooperation plan that in¬ 
cludes joint purchasing 
arrangements from multi¬ 
national corporations for 
articles like medications. 
The plan also includes co- 


"If you're in a shelter or on 
the streets, it's just not easy 
to help and that sometimes 
leads to more hospitaliza¬ 
tions," said the Camden 
project's leader, Kathleen 
Noonan. 

Three months of help also 
wasn’t enough, and there 
weren't enough places to 
get help for mental health 
or substance abuse prob¬ 
lems, she added. 

"We've evolved a lot" since 
the program began, said 
Brenner, who now is an ex¬ 
ecutive working on similar 
programs at the insurance 
company UnitedHealth- 
care. 

"The system is good at de¬ 
livering care if you’re an 
average patient on an 
average day," but not for, 
say, a homeless person in 
a wheelchair who is disori¬ 
ented, Brenner said. 'These 
patients have complex 
problems. If you don't meet 
their needs, they’ll keep go¬ 
ing to the hospital." 

The program was "clearly 
done with the best of in¬ 
tentions" and still may have 
provided useful care to 
the people who received 
it even though it didn’t re¬ 
duce readmissions, said 
Dr. Aaron Kesselheim, a 
Harvard Medical School 
health policy expert who 
had no role in the work. 
Problems like readmission 
are much more complicat¬ 
ed than they appear to be, 
he said. □ 


operation on technology, 
space, science and disas¬ 
ter prevention. 

Mexico is also proposing 
cooperation on ocean 
management, drug-resis¬ 
tant infections, anti-poverty 
efforts and anti-corruption 
standards. In addition, the 
plan would promote joint 
contacts and agendas in 
international forums. 
Debate in other regional 
forums have often focused 
on highly polarizing issues 
like the political and eco¬ 
nomic crisis in Venezuela, 
or the ouster of Bolivian 
President Evo Morales. □ 



Mexico goals: science, tourism 
in Latin America, Caribbean 
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Megyn Kelly says she 


did 'twirl' before Roger Ailes, too 



This combination photo shows Roger Aiies at a speciai screening of "Kingsman: The Secret Ser¬ 
vice" in New York on Feb. 9, 2015, ieft, and Megyn Keiiy posing for a portrait in New York on May 
5, 2016. 

Associated Press 


'Bullitt' Mustang sells for $3.74 
million at Florida auction 



A 1968 Ford Mustang GT named "Bullitt," trom iconic 1968 film 
and driven by actor Steve McQueen is displayed at the Mecum 
Kissimmee 2020, Thursday, Jan. 9, 2020, in Kissimmee, Fia. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Megyn 
Kelly says she did the "twirl" 
before Roger Ailes, too. 

The former Fox News Chan¬ 
nel personality referred 
to an excruciating scene 
in the movie "Bombshell," 
where John Lithgow, por¬ 
traying the late Fax News 
boss, orders an aspiring 
news anchor played by 
Margot Robbie to turn 
around in front of him so he 
could eyeball her body. 
Kelly, now a television free 
agent after losing her job 
at NBC News, released an 
online video where she, 
her husband and three 
women who had accused 
Ailes and former anchor Bill 
O'Reilly of unwanted sexu¬ 
al advances watched the 
mcvie and discussed their 
experiences. 

"I was asked to do the spin, 
and God help me, I did it," 
said Kelly, a former lawyer 
who became a prime-time 
star at Fox before leaving in 
2016. 

She said she couldn't help 
but think of how she had 
gane tram law schaal, ar¬ 
guing cases befare ap¬ 
peals courts and receiving 
an offer to become part¬ 
ner at a firm, ta naw "per¬ 
forming" for Ailes. 

"If you don't get how de¬ 
meaning that is, I can't 
help you," she said. "I'd give 
anything if I had said no." 
Kelly accused Ailes of forc¬ 
ibly trying to kiss her and 
wanting to see nude pic¬ 
tures of her on other occa¬ 
sions. 

Ailes, who died in 2017, and 
O'Reilly were bath fired far 
sexual misconduct. They 
denied being involved in 
non-consensual activities. 



Kelly, Juliette Muddy, Rudi 
Bakhtiar and Julie Zann all 
fought back tears at cer¬ 
tain points watching the 
film and discussing their 
own experiences. Kelly 
doubled as the interviewer 
and participant as they 
talked abaut same scenes 
that were inaccurate and 
athers that hit close to 
home. 

The other women ex¬ 
pressed anger at a scene 
they said was fictional, 
where the aspiring anchor 
Kayla Pospisil, portrayed by 
Robbie, scolds Kelly's char¬ 
acter, played by Charlize 
Theron. Pospisil asked the 
fictional Kelly if she ever 
wondered what her pub¬ 
lic silence follcwing her 
awn harassment incidents 
meant to the women who 
came after her. 

Kelly's character replies, 
"look around, snowflake. 
How do you think I suc¬ 
ceeded?" 

"I saw that scene and 
said, 'that was written by a 
man,"' Kelly said. 

In real life, it wasn't until far¬ 
mer Fax anchor Gretchen 
Carlson sued Ailes in 2016 
that allegatians abaut his 
behavior became public. 
Kelly, who said she'd been 
harassed a decade earlier, 
was "outed" in the sense 
that a leaked news report 
revealed that she had told 
her story to an investigation 
team appainted after Carl- 
san's lawsuit. She told her 
story in a book that came 
aut three manths later. 
Kelly's husband, Daug- 
las Brunt, said Ailes wauld 
have survived if she had 
reported the misconduct 
after it happened. "You 
would have blown yourself 
up for nothing," he said. 

But Kelly said she'd spent a 
let at time baking back an 
the experience and wishes 
naw that she had dane 
mare. 

"Even thaugh I was power¬ 
less, even though it would 
have been a suicidal move 
for me career-wise, what if 
I had just said, 'screw it. I'll 
go back to practicing law.' 
What if I had thrown myself 
back on the fire? I don't 
have to have a career in 
this industry. Maybe that 
wouldn't have happened 
ta yau," she said ta Zann.Q 


KISSIMMEE, Fla. (AP) — The 

Highland Green 1968 Ford 
Mustang GT featured in the 
film "Bullitt" was sold Friday 
at a Fbrida auctbn hause 
far $3.74 millian. 

The sale at Mecum Kissim¬ 
mee marks the mast ex¬ 
pensive Mustang ever sold, 
surpassing a 1967 Shelby 
GT500 Super Snake that 
sold last year for $2.2 mil¬ 
lion, the Orlando Sentinel 
reported. 

Owner Sean Kiernan, with 
his sister Kelly Cottan rid¬ 
ing shotgun, drove the car 
across the auction block 
at Silver Spurs Arena and 
then addressed a crowd 
of about 25,000 before the 
bidding started. 

"This car had sold twice in 
its life, it's been in my fam¬ 
ily for 45 years. Each time it 
has sold, it was $3,500," Kier¬ 
nan said. "Sa we're gaing to 
start it off at that price and 
go from there." 

The auction house posted 
an 11-minute video of the 
auction on YouTube. 
Bidding surpassed $3 million 
in the first minute. The top 
bid went back and forth 
between someone present 
and a bidder on the phone 
for several minutes before 
the mystery buyer on the 


phone won, agreeing to 
pay $3.4 millian plus a 10 
percent buyer's premium. 
Kiernan's father, Robert, 
bought the car after see¬ 
ing an ad in a 1974 issue at 
"Read & Track." The New 
Jersey family used it as a 
daily commuter until the 
clutch gave out in 1980. In 
the late 1970s, Steve Mc¬ 
Queen, who played the 
title character in "Bullitt," 
tracked down the Kiernans 
and asked if he cauld re¬ 
claim the muscle car in re¬ 
turn far a similar Mustang. 
His pleas went unanswered. 
Robert and Sean Kiernan 


began working on the Mus¬ 
tang in 2001. After Robert 
Kiernan's death in 2014, 
Sean Kiernan finished the 
car and revealed it to the 
world. Following the car's 
sale, Sean Kiernan said he 
doesn't think a more ex¬ 
pensive Mustang will ever 
be sold. 

"As far as Mustangs go, this 
is it. With dad being down 
in the record books for¬ 
ever, that's what matters 
to me," he said. "I've been 
at peace with the sale far 
probably eight months 
now. We're just having fun 
with this."G 
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People take pictures of a display of LG Signature OLED R TVs at 
the LG booth during the CES tech show, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2020, 
in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 
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Hollywood-backed Quibi thinks 
you'll pay for its video bites 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — A start¬ 
up heavily backed by Hol¬ 
lywood is wagering that 
you're ready to set aside 
YouTube and TikTok to 
watch star-studded short 
videos on your phone — tor 
a price. 

The company behind this 
billion-dollor bet is Quibi 
(KWIH-bee), which is pre¬ 
paring to otter movies, 
shows and other short term 
video designed for view¬ 
ing in short bursts on mobile 
devices. It’s on enormous 
gamble, especially con¬ 
sidering that several earlier 
efforts in mobile entertain¬ 
ment — most notably Veri¬ 
zon’s ill-fated Go90 service 
— fell flat. 

Founded by former Disney 
studios chief and Dream¬ 
Works co-founder Jeffrey 
Kotzenberg and helmed 
by former Hewlett Pack¬ 
ard Enterprise CEO Meg 
Whitman, Quibi is heavy on 
big ideas and Hollywood 
muscle. It has backing from 
oil the major movie studios 
and entertainment com¬ 
panies, $1 billion invested 
in original programming 
and star power in the form 
of creators and producers 
from Steven Spielberg to 
Chrissy Teigen. 

Quibi plans to launch on 
April 6. It will charge $5 o 
month for on od-supported 
service, and $8 o month for 
on od-free version. 
Company executives ar¬ 
gued at CES that Quibi will 
offer the first entertainment 
platform designed exclu¬ 
sively for the phone. In on 
interview at CES, Kotzen- 
berg sold it represents the 
first time "professional sto¬ 
rytellers" hove tackled the 
problem of delivering o 
high-quality viewing experi¬ 
ence on mobile. 

But the big question is 
whether o subscription 
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service like Quibi can at¬ 
tract mobile viewers — 
particularly younger ones 
— already immersed in on 
ocean of free-to-wotch 
short video on YouTube 
and other social-media 
services. It will also go up 
against roughly o half-doz¬ 
en other paid streaming 
platforms from Netflix, Am¬ 
azon Prime Video and Hulu 
to Disney Plus and upcom¬ 
ing services from Worner- 
Medio and NBCUniversol. 
During the keynote Quibi 
previewed shows includ¬ 
ing "Don’t Look Deeper," 
o sci-fi show starring Don 
Cheodle and Emily Mortim¬ 
er, and ’’#Freerayshawn’’ a 
crime thriller starring Lau¬ 
rence Fishburne os a cop 
and executive produced 
by "Training Day" director 
Antoine Fuqua. Shows and 
movies, os well os other 
material like news and 
weather, ore designed to 
be watched in "quick bites" 
of 10 minutes or less.’’’Paid 
premium short form’ (video) 
has never been in the some 
sentence. It has never real¬ 
ly been proven," sold Seth 
Shapiro, managing partner 
at Pacific Strategy Part¬ 
ners. "That’s the challenge." 
Among other things, he 
noted, it’s already possible 
for people to watch those 
other services in the some 
quick bites Quibi plans. 
Quibi executives of the CES 
gadget show in Los Vegas 
showed off technology on 
Wednesday designed to 
moke video viewing on the 
phone easier. For instance, 
it will let you watch full¬ 
screen video whether you 
hold the phone upright or 
sideways. 

Filmmakers deliver two ed¬ 
its to the company, one 
vertical, one horizontal, 
and Quibi stiches them 
together with one audio 
frock. Some creators hove 
incorporated that feature 
into their productions, os in 
one show in which horizon¬ 
tal viewing delivers o tradi¬ 
tional picture — but turning 
the phone upright displays 
o view from the main char¬ 
acter’s phone camera. 
Advertisers, at least, ore 
on board. Quibi sold it has 


sold out its $150 million first- 
year advertising slots to 
blue-chip companies in¬ 
cluding Procter & Gamble, 
Anheuser Busch, General 
Mills, Google, T-Mobile and 
Wolmort. Ads will appear 
before shows and aren’t 
skippable. 

Jeff Wlodorczok, principal 
analyst at Pivotal Research 
Group, soys he understands 
why advertisers ore flock¬ 
ing to the product. Millenni- 
ols con be hard to reach, 
he said, and when o brand 
places ods on YouTube or 
Snopchot, they never quite 
know what kind of video 
they might end up next to. 
Quibi offers a safe place 
for advertisers by deliver¬ 
ing o known quantity "os 
opposed to people doing 
something stupid on You¬ 
Tube," he said. 

That advertising model 
will stick around. Whitman 
said. Quibi guarantees 
that oil creators own their 
own intellectual property, 
and con repackage it and 
take it wherever else they 
want after seven years. It 
brought creators in, but 
it also means that Quibi 
needs both subscriber dol¬ 
lars and advertising reve¬ 
nue to stay afloat. 

The company just closed 
on another $400 million eq¬ 
uity funding round from in¬ 
vestors, Whitman said, and 
has a plan to be profitable 
"soon." 

Qthers ha ve tried short 
for m content, mostly in 
ad-supported form. Face- 
book Watch features origi¬ 
nal shows with episodes as 
short as 12 or 13 minutes, but 
none have garnered much 
buzz or mainstream atten¬ 
tion so far. Verizon pulled 
the plug on Go90 in 2018, 
roughly three years after it 
launched; several concur¬ 
rent efforts have also shut 
down. Meanwhile, Netflix, 
Amazon and Hulu have all 
been experimenting with 
short-form offerings, many 
of them in comedy . 

Quibi is "either brilliant or 
tone deaf," said Tim Han¬ 
lon, CEO of Vertere Group. 
"I just don’t know what the 
answer is and I don’t think 
anybody does.’’Q 
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This June 2S, 2011 file photo shows people waiting to attend an 
autograph signing event during the Romance Writers of Ameri¬ 
ca Annual Conference in New York. 

Associated Press 

Frustration with lack 
of diversity grows 
at Romance Writers 


'Pose' cast, Niecy Nash, Matsoukas 
to be honored by Essence 



This image released by Netflix shows Niecy Nash in a scene 
from "When They See Us." 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Turmoil 
continued Thursday at 
the Romance Writers of 
America as it faced an¬ 
other high-level departure 
and several publishers an¬ 
nounced they Vv'ould not 
participate in this summer's 
annual conference. 

Writers, editors and publish¬ 
ers have been furious with 
the RWA over allegations 
that it has failed to address 
a lack of diversity in the 
organization. Long-term 
frustration became widely 
known over the holiday 
season after the RWA ini¬ 
tially reprimanded author 
Courtney Milan for calling 
a novel by Kathryn Lynn 
Davis racist. 

Numerous RWA board 
members have left, includ¬ 
ing President Damon Suede 
on Thursday. Also this week, 
the Romance Writers of 


By BETH HARRIS 
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 

Dave Burd’s persona as 
rapper Lil Dicky is already 
a hit, having released mu¬ 
sic with some of the genre's 
biggest names. 

Now Burd is taking his comi¬ 
cal and relatable style to 
television with his self-titled 
series "Dave," set to debut 


America canceled its an¬ 
nual RITA prizes and con¬ 
firmed that the Harlequin, 
Avon Books and Berkeley 
Romance are among the 
publishers who dropped 
out from the conference 
in San Francisco. "We have 
lost the trust of our mem¬ 
bership and the romance 
author community and we 
are taking steps to rebuild 
that relationship," the RWA 
board said in a statement 
Thursday. "We have a dif¬ 
ficult road ahead, but we 
are committed to traveling 
it together and building a 
stronger, more inclusive or¬ 
ganization with all of you— 
and for all of you." 

The RWA is a trade organi¬ 
zation that represents thou¬ 
sands of writers. A spokes¬ 
woman said Thursday that 
the association's confer¬ 
ence was still planned.^ 


on FXX in the spring. It fol¬ 
lows Burd in his daily life, 
with comedy ensuing from 
doctor visits and his rela¬ 
tionship with his girlfriend. 
He's got some big names 
in his corner on the project, 
including comedian Kevin 
Hart and music manager 
Scooter Braun, who serve 
as executive producers.^ 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
NEW YORK (AP) — Emmy 
winner Niecy Nash, the 
groundbreaking cast of the 
hit TV series "Pose," Gram- 
my-winning music video 
director Melina Matsou¬ 
kas and "Captain Marvel" 
actress Lashana Lynch will 
be honored at the 2020 
Black Women in Hollywood 
Awards. 

Essence Communica¬ 
tions, the media company 
dedicated to black wom¬ 
en that hosts the annual 
pre-Oscars luncheon, an¬ 
nounced Thursday that the 
event will take place Feb. 
6 at the Beverly Wilshire in 
Beverly Hills, California — 
three days before the 92nd 
Academy Awards. 

"Pose" writer-director- 
producer Janet Mock will 
be honored at the event 
alongside members of the 
show's cast, including Mj 
Rodriguez, Indya Moore, 
Dominique Jackson, An- 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

The president of Brazil's Su¬ 
preme Court on Thursday 
issued an order that allows 
streaming service Netflix to 
continue exhibiting a satiri¬ 
cal film depicting Jesus as 
a gay man and reaffirmed 
Brazilians' right to free 
speech. 

"It is not to be assumed that 
a humorous satire has the 
magic power to undermine 
the values of the Chris¬ 
tian faith, whose existence 
goes back more than two 
thousand years," Supreme 
Court President Jose Anto¬ 
nio Dias Toffoli wrote in his 
decision. 

Netflix earlier the same day 
filed an official complaint 
with the country's top le¬ 
gal authority, decrying at¬ 
tempted censorship by a 
judge in Rio de Janeiro who 
ordered the film's withdraw¬ 
al from its platform. The film 
was never removed. 

Still, the Rio judge's ruling has 
revived scrutiny on what his 
critics call censorship under 
the far-right government of 


gelica Ross and Hailie Sa- 
har. Billy Porter, who won 
an Emmy for his role on 
"Pose" last year, will be a 
presenter at the awards 
luncheon. 

"ESSENCE is thrilled to com¬ 
memorate the creative 
and critical achievements 
of Black women as origina¬ 
tors, nurturers, makers and 
creators during our 13th 


President Jair Bolsonaro. His 
administration has vowed 
to fight "cultural Marxism" 
and openly supports Chris¬ 
tian values. Several shows, 
plays and conferences 
have been canceled since 
Bolsonaro took office just 
over one year ago. 

On Wednesday, judge 
Benedicto Abicair ruled 
against the film following a 
petition by a Brazilian Cath¬ 
olic organization that ar¬ 
gued the "honor of millions 
of Catholics" was hurt by 
the airing of "The First Temp¬ 
tation of Christ." The spe¬ 
cial was produced by the 
Rio-based comedy group 
Porta dos Fundos, whose 
headquarters was target¬ 
ed by gasoline bombs on 
Christmas Eve. 

In its complaint filed to the 
Supreme Court, Netflix's 
lawyers argued that the 
judge's decision amounts 
to censorship and has an 
impact "equivalent to that 
of the bomb used in the 
terrorist attack against the 
headquarters" of the com- 


Black Women in Hollywood 
awards luncheon," MoAna 
Luu, the company's chief 
content and creative of¬ 
ficer, said in a statement. 
"Whether they're reclaiming 
our culture or dismantling 
traditional gender ideas, 
each of our honorees up¬ 
lift us as they present their 
unique gifts on the screen 
and behind the camera.Q 


edy group. "It silences by 
means of fear and intimi¬ 
dation." 

Felipe Santa Cruz, presi¬ 
dent of the Brazilian Bar 
Association, said the ruling 
went against the Brazilian 
constitution, which guaran¬ 
tees free expression in the 
arts, science and commu¬ 
nication. 

"Any form of censorship 
or threat to this hard-won 
freedom is a setback and 
cannot be accepted by 
society," said Santa Cruz, 
who has clashed with Bol¬ 
sonaro in the past. 

On Christmas Eve, sev¬ 
eral men threw gasoline 
bombs at the entrance of 
the headquarters of Porta 
dos Fundos. No one was in¬ 
jured. 

Porta dos Fundos said in 
a statement that it stands 
"against any act of cen¬ 
sorship, violence, illegal¬ 
ity, authoritarianism and 
all the things we no longer 
expected to have to repu¬ 
diate in 2020. Our job is to 
make humor. "□ 


Dave Burd, aka Lil 
Dicky, brings comic 
styling to television 


Brazil's Supreme Court allows 
gay Jesus film on Netflix 
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